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What is the magic formula for turning a place into a high-tech capital? How can a city or region become a
high-tech powerhouse like Silicon Valley? For over half a century, through boom times and bust, business
leaders and politicians have tried to become "the next Silicon Valley," but few have succeeded. This book
examines why high-tech development became so economically important late in the twentieth century, and
why its magic formula of people, jobs, capital, and institutions has been so difficult to replicate. Margaret
O'Mara shows that high-tech regions are not simply accidental market creations but "cities of knowledge"--
planned communities of scientific production that were shaped and subsidized by the original venture
capitalist, the Cold War defense complex.

At the heart of the story is the American research university, an institution enriched by Cold War spending
and actively engaged in economic development. The story of the city of knowledge broadens our
understanding of postwar urban history and of the relationship between civil society and the state in late
twentieth-century America. It leads us to further redefine the American suburb as being much more than
formless "sprawl," and shows how it is in fact the ultimate post-industrial city. Understanding this history
and geography is essential to planning for the future of the high-tech economy, and this book is must reading
for anyone interested in building the next Silicon Valley.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Wilson:

The book Cities of Knowledge: Cold War Science and the Search for the Next Silicon Valley (Politics and
Society in Twentieth-Century America) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a book Cities of Knowledge:
Cold War Science and the Search for the Next Silicon Valley (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century
America)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many
details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts
that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Cities of
Knowledge: Cold War Science and the Search for the Next Silicon Valley (Politics and Society in
Twentieth-Century America) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for
you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Frank Hudson:

The book Cities of Knowledge: Cold War Science and the Search for the Next Silicon Valley (Politics and
Society in Twentieth-Century America) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some
research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
reading this book.

Doris Snell:

Precisely why? Because this Cities of Knowledge: Cold War Science and the Search for the Next Silicon
Valley (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such incredible way makes
the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give
you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Eun Christensen:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by



book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Cities
of Knowledge: Cold War Science and the Search for the Next Silicon Valley (Politics and Society in
Twentieth-Century America).
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