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What do the Chinese literature and film inspired by the Cultural Revolution (1966-1976) have in common
with the Chinese literature and film of the May Fourth movement (1918-1930)? This new book demonstrates
that these two periods of the highest literary and cinematic creativity in twentieth-century China share
several aims: to liberate these narrative arts from previous aesthetic orthodoxies, to draw on foreign sources
for inspiration, and to free individuals from social conformity.

Although these consistencies seem readily apparent, with a sharper focus the distinguished contributors to
this volume reveal that in many ways discontinuity, not continuity, prevails. Their analysis illuminates the
powerful meeting place of language, imagery, and narrative with politics, history, and ideology in twentieth-
century China.

Drawing on a wide range of methodologies, from formal analysis to feminist criticism, from deconstruction
to cultural critique, the authors demonstrate that the scholarship of modern Chinese literature and film has
become integral to contemporary critical discourse. They respond to Eurocentric theories, but their ultimate
concern is literature and film in China's unique historical context. The volume illustrates three general issues
preoccupying this century's scholars: the conflict of the rural search for roots and the native soil movement
versus the new strains of urban exoticism; the diacritics of voice, narrative mode, and intertextuality; and the
reintroduction of issues surrounding gender and subjectivity.

Table of Contents:

Preface

Acknowledgments

Introduction
David Der-wei Wang
part:1 Country and City
1. Visitation of the Past in Han Shaogong's Post-1985 Fiction
Joseph S. M. Lau
2. Past, Present, and Future in Mo Yan's Fiction of the 1980s
Michael S. Duke
3. Shen Congwen's Legacy in Chinese Literature of the 1980s
Jeffrey C. Kinkley
4. Imaginary Nostalgia: Shen Congwen, Song Zelai, Mo Yan, and Li Yongping
David Der-wei Wang
5. Urban Exoticism in Modern and Contemporary Chinese Literature
Heinrich Fruehauf
part: 2 Subjectivity and Gender
6. Text, Intertext, and the Representation of the Writing Self in Lu Yun, Dafu,and Wang Meng
Yi-tsi Mei Feuerwerker



7. Invention and Intervention: The Making of a Female Tradition in Modern Chinese Literature
Lydia H. Liu
8. Living in Sin: From May Fourth via the Antirightist Movement to the Present
Margaret H. Decker
part: 3 Narrative Voice and Cinematic Vision
9. Lu Xun's Facetious Muse: The Creative Imperative in Modern Chinese Fiction
Marston Anderson
10. Lives in Profile: On the Authorial Voice in Modern and Contemporary Chinese Literature
Theodore Huters
11. Melodramatic Representation and the "May Fourth" Tradition of Chinese Cinema
Paul G. Pickowicz
12. Male Narcissism and National Culture: Subjectivity in Chen Kaige's King of the Children
Rey Chow
Afterword: Reflections on Change and Continuity in Modern Chinese Fiction
Leo Ou-fan Lee

Notes

Contributors

From May Fourth to June Fourth will he warmly welcomed. It should be of great interest to all concerned
with literary developments in the contemporary world on the one hand, and on the other with the enigmas
surrounding China's alternating attempts to develop and to destroy herself as a civilization.
--Cyril Birch, University of California, Berkeley
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From reader reviews:

Martina Barton:

The ability that you get from From May Fourth to June Fourth (Harvard Contemporary China Series) is a
more deep you digging the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but From May Fourth to June Fourth (Harvard
Contemporary China Series) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point
in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this book is
well-known enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it
easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having that From May Fourth to June Fourth (Harvard Contemporary China Series) instantly.

Shirley Raine:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this From May Fourth to June Fourth (Harvard
Contemporary China Series) e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book
which can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question From May Fourth to
June Fourth (Harvard Contemporary China Series) as good book not just by the cover but also by the
content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different
sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have
to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Samuel Potter:

Beside this From May Fourth to June Fourth (Harvard Contemporary China Series) in your phone, it could
give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you
will got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in
narrow small town. It is good thing to have From May Fourth to June Fourth (Harvard Contemporary China
Series) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book but you would not
get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book
and read it from right now!

Lois Bottoms:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that



on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this From May Fourth to June Fourth (Harvard Contemporary China Series) can make
you really feel more interested to read.
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