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In Poor Whites of the Antebellum South, Charles C. Bolton gives a distinct voice to one of the most elusive
groups in the society of the Old South. Bolton's detailed examination reveals much about the lives of these
landless white tenants and laborers and their relationship to yeoman farmers, black slaves, free blacks and
elite whites. Providing a provocative analysis of the failure of the Jeffersonian "yeoman ideal" of democracy
in white-majority areas, this book also shows how poor whites represented a more significant presence on the
political, economic, and social landscape than previously had been thought.
Looking at two specific regions--the "settled" central piedmont of North Carolina and the "frontier" of
northeast Mississippi--Bolton describes how poor whites played an important, though circumscribed, role in
the local economy. Dependent on temporary employment, they represented a troubling presence in a society
based on the principles of white independence and black slavery. Although perceived by southern leaders as
a threat, poor whites, Bolton argues, did not form a political alliance with either free or enslaved blacks
because of numerous factors including white racism, kinship ties, religion, education, and mobility. A
concluding discussion of the crisis of 1860-61 examines the rejection of secession by significant numbers of
poor whites, as well as the implications for their future as the Old South turned toward the new.
Poor Whites of the Antebellum South sheds light on a group often neglected in southern history. It is an
important contribution that will be of interest to all students and historians of the American South.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Brock:

The book with title Poor Whites of the Antebellum South: Tenants and Laborers in Central North Carolina
and Northeast Mississippi has a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after
read this book. That book exist new information the information that exist in this e-book represented the
condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This
kind of book will bring you inside new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart
phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Lee Durfee:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
study. Poor Whites of the Antebellum South: Tenants and Laborers in Central North Carolina and Northeast
Mississippi can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short spare time
problems.

James Fletcher:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Poor
Whites of the Antebellum South: Tenants and Laborers in Central North Carolina and Northeast Mississippi
provide you with new experience in examining a book.

Brenda Villa:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of book Poor
Whites of the Antebellum South: Tenants and Laborers in Central North Carolina and Northeast Mississippi.
You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and
make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one
place to other place.
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