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As a memoir elevated to the level of fine art, John Ruskin’s Praeterita stands alongside The Education of
Henry Adams and the confessions of Augustine, Rousseau, and Tolstoy. A luminous account of his
childhood and youth, Praeterita is the last major work of the revolutionary nineteenth-century critic.

 

Written in the lucid intervals between the bouts of dementia that haunted his final years, Praeterita tells the
story of Ruskin’s early life—the formation of his taste and intellect through education, travels in Europe, and
encounters with great works of art and artists. In abandoning the traditional linear mode of autobiography,
Ruskin opened up the form and was an important influence on Proust. He also provided a vivid, detailed
portrait of pre-Victorian and Victorian England that is as indispensable an account of its era as Samuel
Pepys’s diary is of England in the seventeenth century.

 

This edition of Praeterita is accompanied by Dilecta, Ruskin’s own selection from his letters, diaries, and
other writings. In these more private writings we get a fascinating glimpse of genius as it flickers in and out
of madness. Together these two works illuminate the life and mind of a towering intellect who left an
extraordinary mark on the history of aesthetics and culture, and on the very course of autobiography. With a
new Introduction by Tim Hilton

(Book Jacket Status: Jacketed)
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From reader reviews:

George Green:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Praeterita.

Phyllis Richards:

This book untitled Praeterita to be one of several books which best seller in this year, here is because when
you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the
book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for
you to past this reserve from your list.

Jennifer Stewart:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Praeterita, you could enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout
folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Courtney Osteen:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you learn
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Praeterita provide you with a new experience in reading through a book.
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