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Low voter turnout is a serious problem in American politics today, but it is not a new one. Its roots lay in the
1920s when, for the first time in nearly a century, a majority of eligible Americans did not bother to cast
ballots in a presidential election. Stunned by this civic failure so soon after a world war to "make the world
safe for democracy," reforming women and business men launched massive campaigns to "Get Out the
Vote." By 1928, they had enlisted the enthusiastic support of more than a thousand groups in Forty-six states.

In The Big Vote, historian Liette Gidlow shows that the Get-Out-the-Vote campaigns -- overlooked by
historians until now -- were in fact part of an important transformation of political culture in the early
twentieth century. Weakened political parties, ascendant consumer culture, labor unrest, Jim Crow,
widespread anti-immigration sentiment, and the new woman suffrage all raised serious questions about the
meanings of good citizenship. Gidlow recasts our understandings of the significance of the woman suffrage
amendment and shows that it was important not only because it enfranchised women but because it also
ushered in a new era of near-universal suffrage. Faced with the apparent equality of citizens before the ballot
box, middle-class and elite whites in the Get-Out-the-Vote campaigns and elsewhere advanced a searing
critique of the ways that workers, ethnics, and sometimes women behaved as citizens. Through techniques
ranging from civic education to modern advertising, they worked in the realm of culture to undo the equality
that constitutional amendments had seemed to achieve. Through their efforts, by the late 1920s, "civic" had
become practically synonymous with "middle class" and "white."

Richly documented with primary sources from political parties and civic groups, popular and ethnic
periodicals, and electoral returns, The Big Vote looks closely at the national Get-Out-the-Vote campaigns and
at the internal dynamics of campaigns in the case-study cities of New York, New York, Grand Rapids,
Michigan, and Birmingham, Alabama. In the end, the Get-Out-the Vote campaigns shed light not only on the
problem of voter turnout in the 1920s, but on some of the problems that hamper the practice of full
democracy even today.
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From reader reviews:

Rudy Nixon:

The actual book The Big Vote: Gender, Consumer Culture, and the Politics of Exclusion, 1890s--1920s
(Reconfiguring American Political History) has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you
can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some
research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
perusing this book.

Stacee Stern:

This The Big Vote: Gender, Consumer Culture, and the Politics of Exclusion, 1890s--1920s (Reconfiguring
American Political History) is great e-book for you because the content and that is full of information for you
who also always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts
accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but
tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Big Vote: Gender, Consumer Culture,
and the Politics of Exclusion, 1890s--1920s (Reconfiguring American Political History) in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you
world inside ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book.
Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Kimberly Franks:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This publication The Big Vote: Gender, Consumer Culture, and the Politics of
Exclusion, 1890s--1920s (Reconfiguring American Political History) was filled regarding science. Spend
your spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has distinct feel when
they reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Joshua Allen:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or real
their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Big Vote: Gender, Consumer Culture, and the Politics of Exclusion, 1890s--



1920s (Reconfiguring American Political History) can make you experience more interested to read.
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