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Throughout the fourteenth century AD/eighth century H, waves of plague swept out of Central Asia and
decimated populations from China to Iceland. So devastating was the Black Death across the Old World that
some historians have compared its effects to those of a nuclear holocaust. As countries began to recover from
the plague during the following century, sharp contrasts arose between the East, where societies slumped into
long-term economic and social decline, and the West, where technological and social innovation set the stage
for Europe's dominance into the twentieth century. Why were there such opposite outcomes from the same
catastrophic event?

In contrast to previous studies that have looked to differences between Islam and Christianity for the solution
to the puzzle, this pioneering work proposes that a country's system of landholding primarily determined
how successfully it recovered from the calamity of the Black Death. Stuart Borsch compares the specific
cases of Egypt and England, countries whose economies were based in agriculture and whose pre-plague
levels of total and agrarian gross domestic product were roughly equivalent. Undertaking a thorough analysis
of medieval economic data, he cogently explains why Egypt's centralized and urban landholding system was
unable to adapt to massive depopulation, while England's localized and rural landholding system had fully
recovered by the year 1500.
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From reader reviews:

Candy Yazzie:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular The Black Death in
Egypt and England: A Comparative Study book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.

Tammy Crider:

This The Black Death in Egypt and England: A Comparative Study are reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Black Death in Egypt and England: A
Comparative Study can be one of several great books you must have is actually giving you more than just
simple reading through food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge.
This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-
book and printed types. Beside that this The Black Death in Egypt and England: A Comparative Study
giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that
we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Robert Lee:

The actual book The Black Death in Egypt and England: A Comparative Study has a lot details on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you
can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

John Casper:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its
include may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since
fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be The Black Death in Egypt and England: A
Comparative Study why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint
anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.
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