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More than 22 million people speak Dutch-primarily in the Netherlands, Belgium, Suriname, and the Antilles.
Roland Willemyns here offers a well-researched and highly readable survey of the Dutch language in all its
historical, geographic, and social aspects.
Willemyns tells a story of language contact and conflict. From its earliest days, Dutch has been in intense
contact with other languages both within and outside the borders of the Low Countries, particularly with
French, Frisian, and German.
The first part of Dutch concentrates on the historical development of standard Dutch and its dialects. The
second part focuses on contemporary Dutch, including its many dialects in Flanders and Holland (some of
them on the verge of extinction). Willemyns pays special attention to important questions in the history of
Dutch, particularly the contentious matter of the global spread of Dutch through colonization-which led to
"exotic" variations such as Afrikaans, pidgins, and creoles-and whether Dutchmen and Flemings are
"separated by the same language." His final chapter tries to shed some light on the future of Dutch, and the
impact of such "new" varieties as Poldernederlands (in Holland) and Verkavelingsvlaams (in Flanders).
Placing the Dutch story in the context of other West-Germanic languages like German and English, Dutch:
Biography of a Language is the only English language history of Dutch and will be sure to interest a global
audience of students of Dutch, those of Dutch descent, and linguists and other scholars wishing to learn more
about Dutch.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Apodaca:

The book Dutch: Biography of a Language give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may
use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Dutch: Biography of a
Language to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and read a e-
book Dutch: Biography of a Language. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Ruby Chartrand:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that
question simply because just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need that Dutch: Biography of a Language
to read.

Ronnie Correa:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Dutch: Biography of a Language book is readable through you who hate
those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without
leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer regarding Dutch: Biography
of a Language content conveys the idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book
are not different in the content but it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Dutch:
Biography of a Language is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Rick Beard:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Dutch: Biography of a Language, you may
enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur
its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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