
Sapphic Slashers: Sex, Violence, and American
Modernity

Lisa Duggan

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00EDIWYD6
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00EDIWYD6
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B00EDIWYD6


Sapphic Slashers: Sex, Violence, and American Modernity

Lisa Duggan

Sapphic Slashers: Sex, Violence, and American Modernity Lisa Duggan
On a winter day in 1892, in the broad daylight of downtown Memphis, Tennessee, a middle class woman
named Alice Mitchell slashed the throat of her lover, Freda Ward, killing her instantly. Local, national, and
international newspapers, medical and scientific publications, and popular fiction writers all clamored to
cover the ensuing “girl lovers” murder trial. Lisa Duggan locates in this sensationalized event the emergence
of the lesbian in U.S. mass culture and shows how newly “modern” notions of normality and morality that
arose from such cases still haunt and distort lesbian and gay politics to the present day.
Situating this story alongside simultaneously circulating lynching narratives (and its resistant versions, such
as those of Memphis antilynching activist Ida B. Wells) Duggan reveals how stories of sex and violence
were crucial to the development of American modernity. While careful to point out the differences between
the public reigns of terror that led to many lynchings and the rarer instances of the murder of one woman by
another privately motivated woman, Duggan asserts that dominant versions of both sets of stories contributed
to the marginalization of African Americans and women while solidifying a distinctly white, male,
heterosexual form of American citizenship. Having explored the role of turn-of-the-century print
media—and in particular their tendency toward sensationalism—Duggan moves next to a review of sexology
literature and to novels, most notably Radclyffe Hall’s The Well of Loneliness. Sapphic Slashers concludes
with two appendices, one of which presents a detailed summary of Ward’s murder, the trial, and Mitchell’s
eventual institutionalization. The other presents transcriptions of letters exchanged between the two women
prior to the crime.
Combining cultural history, feminist and queer theory, narrative analysis, and compelling storytelling,
Sapphic Slashers provides the first history of the emergence of the lesbian in twentieth-century mass culture.
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From reader reviews:

Roxanne Pineda:

This Sapphic Slashers: Sex, Violence, and American Modernity are usually reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The reason of this Sapphic Slashers: Sex, Violence, and American
Modernity can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple
reading through food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book
is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this Sapphic Slashers: Sex, Violence, and American Modernity forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Nancy Jackson:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You can
see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended for
your requirements is Sapphic Slashers: Sex, Violence, and American Modernity this guide consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the world has grown
up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made
some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.

Rosa Reid:

This Sapphic Slashers: Sex, Violence, and American Modernity is brand new way for you who has interest to
look for some information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this Sapphic Slashers: Sex,
Violence, and American Modernity can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside
this kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone,
sure I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this
reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life
as well as knowledge.

Dana Barker:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Sapphic Slashers: Sex, Violence, and American Modernity. You can add your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most



critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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