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The history of western metaphysics from Plato onwards is dominated by the dualism of being and
appearance. What something really is (its true being) is believed to be hidden behind the 'mere appearances'
through which it manifests. Twentieth-century European thinkers radically overturned this foundation. With
Martin Heidegger and Hans-Georg Gadamer came a major step towards taking appearance seriously,
exploring a way of seeing that draws attention back 'upstream', from what is experienced into the act of
experiencing. Understood in this way, perception is a dynamic event, a 'phenomenon', in which the observer
participates. Henri Bortoft guides us through this dynamic way of seeing in various areas of experience -- in
distinguishing things, the finding of meaning, and the relationship between thought and words. He also
explores similarities with Goethe's reflections on the coming-into-being of the living plant. Here, in another
reversal of classical thinking, we find that even in their 'diversity of appeareances', living things are not
separate but in relation. Diversity is the dynamic unity of life itself. Expanding the scope of his previous
book, The Wholeness of Nature, the author shows how Goethean insights combine with the dynamic way of
seeing in continental philosophy to offer us an actively experienced 'life of meaning'. This book will be of
interest to anyone who wants to understand the contribution and wider implications of modern European
thought in the world today.
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From reader reviews:

Carolina Jones:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Taking
Appearance Seriously: The Dynamic Way of Seeing in Goethe and European Thought suitable to you? The
particular book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled Taking Appearance
Seriously: The Dynamic Way of Seeing in Goethe and European Thoughtis a single of several books that
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this
reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The author explained their
concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this reserve. This
book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in
this book.

Laurie Dunn:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you read a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The Taking
Appearance Seriously: The Dynamic Way of Seeing in Goethe and European Thought will give you a new
experience in reading a book.

Cora Snyder:

This Taking Appearance Seriously: The Dynamic Way of Seeing in Goethe and European Thought is brand
new way for you who has fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger of
knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount
of digest in reading this Taking Appearance Seriously: The Dynamic Way of Seeing in Goethe and European
Thought can be the light food for you because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply
anyone. These books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the
e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your
better life along with knowledge.

Brandon Giles:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Taking Appearance Seriously: The
Dynamic Way of Seeing in Goethe and European Thought to make your current reading is interesting. Your



own skill of reading skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you
enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion
for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the publication Taking Appearance Seriously: The
Dynamic Way of Seeing in Goethe and European Thought can to be your brand new friend when you're feel
alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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