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It is undoubtedly a surprising fact that down to the present time no history of Sanskrit literature as a whole
has been written in English. For not only does that literature possess much intrinsic merit, but the light it
sheds on the life and thought of the population of our Indian Empire ought to have a peculiar interest for the
British nation. Owing chiefly to the lack of an adequate account of the subject, few, even of the young men
who leave these shores every year to be its future rulers, possess any connected information about the
literature in which the civilisation of Modern India can be traced to its sources, and without which that
civilisation cannot be fully understood. It was, therefore, with the greatest pleasure that I accepted Mr.
Gosse’s invitation to contribute a volume to this series of Literatures of the World; for this appeared to me to
be a peculiarly good opportunity for diffusing information on a subject in which more than twenty years of
continuous study and teaching had instilled into me an ever-deepening interest. Professor Max Müller’s
valuable History of Ancient Sanskrit Literature is limited in its scope to the Vedic period. It has long been
out of print; and Vedic research has necessarily made great strides in the forty years which have elapsed
since its publication. The only book accessible to the English reader on the history of Sanskrit literature in
general has hitherto been the translation of Professor Weber’s Academical Lectures on Indian Literature, as
delivered nearly half a century ago at Berlin. The numerous and often very lengthy notes in this work supply
the results of research during the next twenty-five years; but as these notes often modify, or even cancel, the
statements of the unaltered original text of 1852, the result is bewildering to the student. Much new light has
been thrown on various branches of Sanskrit literature since 1878, when the last notes were added to this
translation, which, moreover, is not in any way adapted to the wants of the general reader. The only work on
the subject appealing to the latter is the late Sir M. Monier-Williams’s Indian Wisdom. That book, however,
although it furnishes, in addition to the translated specimens, some account of the chief departments of
Sanskrit literature, is not a history. There is thus distinctly a twofold demand in this country for a history of
Sanskrit literature. The student is in want of a guide setting forth in a clear and trustworthy manner the
results of research down to the present time, and the cultivated English reader looks for a book presenting in
an intelligible and attractive form information which must have a special interest to us owing to our close
relations with India.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Worsley:

The book untitled A History of Sanskrit Literature contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the
woman idea with easy means. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily
worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The author provides you in
the new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue reading your smart
phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the
e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.

Ruben Jenkins:

Beside this particular A History of Sanskrit Literature in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get
more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh
from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have A History of Sanskrit Literature because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have
this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from right now!

Philip Newman:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This A History of Sanskrit Literature can give you a lot of
buddies because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication
offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to
be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have A History of Sanskrit Literature.

Charles Towns:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book but in addition novel and A History of Sanskrit Literature as well as others
sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read
more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any other book likes A
History of Sanskrit Literature to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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