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Joint winner of the 2015 Prime Minister's Literary Awards for Non-Fiction

This landmark biography by Darleen Bungey, the author of the celebrated biography of Arthur Boyd,
graphically depicts the forces that drove John Olsen to become one of the country's greatest artists. An
exhilarating book, both trenchant and tender, it strips away the veneer of showmanship and fame to show the
substance of a painter driven by a need to depict his country's landscape as Australians had never seen it
before.

Given access to his uncensored diaries and drawing on years of extensive interviews with both Olsen and
those who have known him best, she explores his passionate life and follows his navigation though the
friendships, rivalries and politics of the Australian art world. How did a shy, stuttering boy from Newcastle,
neglected by his alcoholic father, come to paint the great mural Salute to Five Bells at the Sydney Opera
House?

This biography follows that journey - through Olsen's early experiences in the bush, particularly a formative
period at Yass (a time previously unrecorded), to years of cleaning jobs to pay his way through art school, to
a milestone time spent in France and Spain - and traces his constant travels and relocations within Australia,
including his epic journeys into the outback and to Kati thanda-Lake Eyre.

From a child who was never taken to an art gallery, who learnt how to draw from comics, we come to see the
famous artist in the black beret, the writer and poet, the engaging public speaker, the bon vivant - whose life
has been defined by an absolute need to paint.
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From reader reviews:

Erica Clark:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may
be the e-book untitled John Olsen can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Edward Shaw:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get lots
of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is actually John Olsen.

Rodney Bell:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This John Olsen can be the answer, oh how comes?
It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not
a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Malcolm Moser:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but in addition novel and John Olsen or perhaps others sources were given
expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more.
Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those books are helping them to include their
knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes John Olsen to make your spare time
more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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