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The Civil War forced America finally to confront the contradiction between its founding values and human
slavery. At the center of this historic confrontation was Abraham Lincoln. By the time this Illinois politician
had risen to the office of president, the dilemma of slavery had expanded to the question of all African
Americans’ future. In this fascinating new book Paul Escott considers the evolution of the president’s
thoughts on race in relation to three other, powerful--and often conflicting--voices.

Lincoln’s fellow Republicans Charles Sumner and Montgomery Blair played crucial roles in the shaping of
their party. While both Sumner and Blair were opposed to slavery, their motivations reflected profoundly
different approaches to the issue. Blair’s antislavery stance stemmed from a racist dedication to remove
African Americans from the country altogether. Sumner, in contrast, opposed slavery as a crusader for racial
equality and a passionate abolitionist. Lincoln maintained close personal relationships with both men as he
wrestled with the slavery question. In addition to these antislavery voices, Escott also weaves into his
narrative the other extreme, of which Lincoln was politically aware: the virulent racism and hierarchical
values that motivated not only the Confederates but surprisingly many Northerners and which were
embodied by the president’s eventual assassin, John Wilkes Booth.

Sumner, Blair, and violent racists like Booth each represent forces with which Lincoln had to contend as he
presided over a brutal civil war and faced the issues of slavery and equality lying at its root. Other books and
films have provided glimpses of the atmosphere in which the president created his Emancipation
Proclamation. Lincoln’s Dilemma evokes more fully and brings to life the men Lincoln worked with, and
against, as he moved racial equality forward.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Cox:

Typically the book Lincoln's Dilemma: Blair, Sumner, and the Republican Struggle over Racism and
Equality in the Civil War Era (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era) will bring someone to the
new experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to
find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Lincoln's Dilemma: Blair, Sumner, and
the Republican Struggle over Racism and Equality in the Civil War Era (A Nation Divided: Studies in the
Civil War Era) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official
web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Phyllis Kelly:

The reserve untitled Lincoln's Dilemma: Blair, Sumner, and the Republican Struggle over Racism and
Equality in the Civil War Era (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era) is the book that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person.
The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
research when write the book, and so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of Lincoln's Dilemma: Blair, Sumner, and the Republican Struggle
over Racism and Equality in the Civil War Era (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era) from the
publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Jean Gaskin:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Lincoln's Dilemma: Blair, Sumner, and the Republican
Struggle over Racism and Equality in the Civil War Era (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era)
can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Margaret Conley:

The reason why? Because this Lincoln's Dilemma: Blair, Sumner, and the Republican Struggle over Racism
and Equality in the Civil War Era (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era) is an unordinary book
that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is



good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give
you a lot of gains than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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