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Since the emergence of religious studies and the social sciences as academic disciplines, the concept of
magic has played a major role in defining religion and in mediating the relation of religion to science. Across
these disciplines, magic has regularly been configured as a definitively non-modern phenomenon, juxtaposed
to distinctly modern models of religion and science. Yet this notion of magic has remained stubbornly
amorphous. In Making Magic, Randall Styers seeks to account for the extraordinary vitality of scholarly
discourse purporting to define and explain magic despite its failure to do just that. He argues that this
persistence can best be explained in light of the Western drive to establish and secure distinctive norms for
modern identity, norms based on narrow forms of instrumental rationality, industrious labor, rigidly defined
sexual roles, and the containment of wayward forms of desire. Magic has served to designate a form of
alterity or deviance against which dominant Western notions of appropriate religious piety, legitimate
scientific rationality, and orderly social relations are brought into relief. Scholars have found magic an
invaluable tool in their efforts to define the appropriate boundaries of religion and science. On a broader
level, says Styers, magical thinking has served as an important foil for modernity itself. Debates over the
nature of magic have offered a particularly rich site at which scholars have worked to define and to contest
the nature of modernity and norms for life in the modern world.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Thompson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Making Magic: Religion, Magic, and Science in the Modern
World (AAR Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion Series). Try to stumble through book Making
Magic: Religion, Magic, and Science in the Modern World (AAR Reflection and Theory in the Study of
Religion Series) as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes
you far more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Kelli Smith:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Making
Magic: Religion, Magic, and Science in the Modern World (AAR Reflection and Theory in the Study of
Religion Series)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with the
favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have various other
opinion?

Dolores Rawson:

This Making Magic: Religion, Magic, and Science in the Modern World (AAR Reflection and Theory in the
Study of Religion Series) book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you
will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular
Making Magic: Religion, Magic, and Science in the Modern World (AAR Reflection and Theory in the
Study of Religion Series) without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Making Magic: Religion, Magic, and Science in the
Modern World (AAR Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion Series) can bring once you are and not
make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop
even telephone. This Making Magic: Religion, Magic, and Science in the Modern World (AAR Reflection
and Theory in the Study of Religion Series) having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you
will not feel uninterested in reading.

Christopher Palmer:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that issue



was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Making Magic:
Religion, Magic, and Science in the Modern World (AAR Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion
Series).
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