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From the cubit used by Noah to build the ark to the angstrom in spectroscopy, units of measure have been
integral to science and engineering. Throughout history, countless systems of measurement have been
devised and then discarded as more precise and more logical systems have come along. While most of the
world has adopted the metric system, the United States -- with the curious exception of soda bottles --
adheres to the imperial system, even though the country has officially been a metric nation since 1893, when
Thomas Corwin Mendenhall declared metric prototypes the country's "fundamental standards of length and
mass." The convenience of the base-ten metric system is undeniable, and so are the costs associated with not
converting to metric. Yet, Americans still cling to inches, quarts, and ounces. Clearly, there is more to
measurement than logic.

In Measure for Measure, Alex Hebra offers a delightfully engaging and instructive history of measurement
systems from ancient times to the present, exploring how and why such units as the stadium, the span, and
the parsec first came about. Tracing civilization's various efforts to calculate distance, volume, mass, energy,
and time, he explains how units of measurement are applied in such fields as mechanical engineering,
physics, optics, and astronomy. In particular, Hebra focuses on the development of the metric system,
arguing that even the United States will eventually join the worldwide metric community. Deeply informed
and imaginatively told, Measure for Measure chronicles humanity's imperfect search for the perfect system
with which to quantify reality.
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From reader reviews:

Jaime Leflore:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Measure for Measure: The Story of Imperial, Metric, and Other Units will give you a new experience in
reading a book.

Cornelius Ryerson:

Beside this Measure for Measure: The Story of Imperial, Metric, and Other Units in your phone, it may give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got
here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Measure for Measure: The Story of Imperial, Metric, and Other Units
because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you don't
get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set
up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find
this book along with read it from now!

Stacey Pinkston:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Measure for Measure: The Story of Imperial,
Metric, and Other Units was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Measure for
Measure: The Story of Imperial, Metric, and Other Units has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy,
fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading this.

Sophia Hardee:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book.
Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Measure for Measure: The
Story of Imperial, Metric, and Other Units.
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