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At a time when the concept of religion-based politics has taken on new and sometimes ominous tones?even
within the United States?it is not only right, but also urgently necessary that William Lee Miller revisit his
profound exploration of the place of religious liberty and church and state in America. For this revised
edition of The First Liberty, Miller has written a pointed new introduction, discussing how religious liberty
has taken on deeper dimensions in a post-9/11 world. With new material on recent Supreme Court cases
involving church-state relations and a new concluding chapter on America's religious and political landscape,
this volume is an eloquent and thorough interpretation of how religious faith and political freedom have
blended and fused to form part of our collective history-and most importantly, how each concept must
respect the boundaries of the other.

Though many claim the United States to be a "Christian Nation," Miller provides a fascinatingly vivid
account of the philosophical skirmishes and political machinations that led to the "wall of separation"
between church and state. That famous phrase is Jefferson's, though it does not appear in the Declaration of
Independence nor in the Constitution. But Miller follows this seminal idea from three great standard-bearers
of religious liberty: Jefferson, Madison, and Roger Williams. Jefferson, who wrote the Virginia Statute for
Religious Freedom, the precursor of the First Amendment of the Constitution; James Madison, who was
politically responsible for Virginia's acceptance of religious liberty and who, a few years later, helped draft
the Bill of Rights; and the even earlier figure, the radical dissenter Roger Williams, who propounded the idea
of religious freedom not as a rational secularist but out of a deeply held spiritual faith.

Miller re-creates the fierce and vibrant debate among the founding fathers over the means of establishing
public virtue in the absence of established religion?a debate that still reverberates in today's passionate
arguments about civil rights, school prayer, abortion, Christmas crèches, conscientious objection during
warfare?and demonstrates how the right to hold any religious belief has dynamically shaped American
political life.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Gagnon:

The book The First Liberty, Expanded and Updated: The First Liberty: America's Foundation in Religious
Freedom gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more
increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem along with
your subject. If you can make reading a book The First Liberty, Expanded and Updated: The First Liberty:
America's Foundation in Religious Freedom to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add
your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know everything
if you like start and read a book The First Liberty, Expanded and Updated: The First Liberty: America's
Foundation in Religious Freedom. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Karen Baskin:

The book The First Liberty, Expanded and Updated: The First Liberty: America's Foundation in Religious
Freedom can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So
why must we leave a very important thing like a book The First Liberty, Expanded and Updated: The First
Liberty: America's Foundation in Religious Freedom? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-
book. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along
with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all
of these. Book The First Liberty, Expanded and Updated: The First Liberty: America's Foundation in
Religious Freedom has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
appear the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Wendy Hartnett:

The e-book with title The First Liberty, Expanded and Updated: The First Liberty: America's Foundation in
Religious Freedom has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this
book. This specific book exist new information the information that exist in this guide represented the
condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world.
This kind of book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own
smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Ella Straw:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of The First Liberty, Expanded and Updated: The First
Liberty: America's Foundation in Religious Freedom can give you a lot of buddies because by you
investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person.
That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your



friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We
should have The First Liberty, Expanded and Updated: The First Liberty: America's Foundation in Religious
Freedom.
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