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This important new history of the development of a leadership corps of officers during World War I opens
with a gripping narrative of the battlefield heroism of Cpl. Alvin York, juxtaposed with the death of Pvt.
Charles Clement less than two kilometers away.

Clement had been a captain and an example of what a good officer should be in the years just before the
beginning of the war. His subsequent failure as an officer and his redemption through death in combat
embody the question that lies at the heart of this comprehensive and exhaustively researched book: What
were the faults of US military policy regarding the training of officers during the Great War?

In The School of Hard Knocks, Richard S. Faulkner carefully considers the selection and training process for
officers during the years prior to and throughout the First World War. He then moves into the replacement of
those officers due to attrition, ultimately discussing the relationship between the leadership corps and the
men they commanded.

Replete with primary documentary evidence including reports by the War Department during and subsequent
to the war, letters from the officers detailing their concerns with the training methods, and communiqués
from the leaders of the training facilities to the civilian leadership, The School of Hard Knocks makes a
compelling case while presenting a clear, highly readable, no-nonsense account of the shortfalls in officer
training that contributed to the high death toll suffered by the American Expeditionary Forces in World War
I.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Smith:

The book The School of Hard Knocks: Combat Leadership in the American Expeditionary Forces (C. A.
Brannen Series) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more
increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject.
If you can make examining a book The School of Hard Knocks: Combat Leadership in the American
Expeditionary Forces (C. A. Brannen Series) to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like
add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know
everything if you like wide open and read a e-book The School of Hard Knocks: Combat Leadership in the
American Expeditionary Forces (C. A. Brannen Series). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-
book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Corine Ramirez:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you
busy man or woman? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of
being bored faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above.
The doctor has to answer that question due to the fact just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is
familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need that The
School of Hard Knocks: Combat Leadership in the American Expeditionary Forces (C. A. Brannen Series) to
read.

Lila Dixon:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book.
Examining a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The School of Hard
Knocks: Combat Leadership in the American Expeditionary Forces (C. A. Brannen Series) book since this
book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Lavonne Yates:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire
day to reading a guide. The book The School of Hard Knocks: Combat Leadership in the American



Expeditionary Forces (C. A. Brannen Series) it is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to
bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart
phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.
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