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When the first volume of Morton Horwitz's monumental history of American law appeared in 1977, it was
universally acclaimed as one of the most significant works ever published in American legal history. The
New Republic called it an "extremely valuable book." Library Journal praised it as "brilliant" and
"convincing." And Eric Foner, in The New York Review of Books, wrote that "the issues it raises are
indispensable for understanding nineteenth-century America." It won the coveted Bancroft Prize in
American History and has since become the standard source on American law for the period between 1780
and 1860. Now, Horwitz presents The Transformation of American Law, 1870 to 1960, the long-awaited
sequel that brings his sweeping history to completion.
In his pathbreaking first volume, Horwitz showed how economic conflicts helped transform law in
antebellum America. Here, Horwitz picks up where he left off, tracing the struggle in American law between
the entrenched legal orthodoxy and the Progressive movement, which arose in response to ever-increasing
social and economic inequality. Horwitz introduces us to the people and events that fueled this contest
between the Old Order and the New. We sit in on Lochner v. New York in 1905--where the new thinkers
sought to undermine orthodox claims for the autonomy of law--and watch as Progressive thought first
crystallized. We meet Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. and recognize the influence of his incisive ideas on the
transformation of law in America. We witness the culmination of the Progressive challenge to orthodoxy
with the emergence of Legal Realism in the 1920s and '30s, a movement closely allied with other intellectual
trends of the day. And as postwar events unfold--the rise of totalitarianism abroad, the McCarthyism rampant
in our own country, the astonishingly hostile academic reaction to Brown v. Board of Education--we come to
understand that, rather than self-destructing as some historians have asserted, the Progressive movement was
alive and well and forming the roots of the legal debates that still confront us today.
The Progressive legacy that this volume brings to life is an enduring one, one which continues to speak to us
eloquently across nearly a century of American life. In telling its story, Horwitz strikes a balance between a
traditional interpretation of history on the one hand, and an approach informed by the latest historical theory
on the other. Indeed, Horwitz's rich view of American history--as seen from a variety of perspectives--is
undertaken in the same spirit as the Progressive attacks on an orthodoxy that believed law an objective,
neutral entity.
The Transformation of American Law is a book certain to revise past thinking on the origins and evolution of
law in our country. For anyone hoping to understand the structure of American law--or of America itself--
this volume is indispensable.
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From reader reviews:

Marlene Childs:

This The Transformation of American Law, 1870-1960: The Crisis of Legal Orthodoxy (Oxford Paperbacks)
are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Transformation of
American Law, 1870-1960: The Crisis of Legal Orthodoxy (Oxford Paperbacks) can be one of the great
books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with
information that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The
Transformation of American Law, 1870-1960: The Crisis of Legal Orthodoxy (Oxford Paperbacks) forcing
you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

James McFarland:

This The Transformation of American Law, 1870-1960: The Crisis of Legal Orthodoxy (Oxford Paperbacks)
is great book for you because the content that is full of information for you who have always deal with world
and have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great organize
word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole
information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with
lovely delivering sentences. Having The Transformation of American Law, 1870-1960: The Crisis of Legal
Orthodoxy (Oxford Paperbacks) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, details in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this
reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in
which?

Leroy Moore:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is The Transformation of American Law, 1870-1960: The Crisis of Legal Orthodoxy
(Oxford Paperbacks) this reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That
book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to
explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this book. This is why
this book appropriate all of you.

Roy Rogers:

You can get this The Transformation of American Law, 1870-1960: The Crisis of Legal Orthodoxy (Oxford



Paperbacks) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your
solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of
written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you
just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways
to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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