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Research physicians face intractable dilemmas when they consider introducing new medical procedures.
Innovations carry the promise of preventing or curing life-threatening diseases, but they can also lead to
injury or even death. How have clinical scientists made high-stakes decisions about undertaking human tests
of new medical treatments? In Lesser Harms, Sydney Halpern explores this issue as she examines vaccine
trials in America during the early and mid-twentieth century.

Today's scientists follow federal guidelines for research on human subjects developed during the 1960s and
1970s. But long before these government regulations, medical investigators observed informal rules when
conducting human research. They insisted that the dangers of natural disease should outweigh the risks of a
medical intervention, and they struggled to accurately assess the relative hazards. Halpern explores this logic
of risk in immunization controversies extending as far back as the eighteenth century. Then, focusing on the
period between 1930 and 1960, she shows how research physicians and their sponsors debated the moral
quandaries involved in moving vaccine use from the laboratory to the clinic.

This probing work vividly describes the efforts of clinical investigators to balance the benefits and dangers
of untested vaccines, to respond to popular sentiment about medical hazards, and to strategically present risk
laden research to sponsors and the public.

“Concise and extremely well-written. . . . A fascinating synthesis of sociology, history, and institutional
theory.”—Samuel C. Blackman, Journal of the American Medical Association
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From reader reviews:

Gregg Spencer:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Lesser Harms: The Morality of Risk in
Medical Research (Morality and Society Series) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much
more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading the book
make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book
or ideal book with you?

Doug Herring:

This Lesser Harms: The Morality of Risk in Medical Research (Morality and Society Series) is great
publication for you because the content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world
and get to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate
word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have
whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core
information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Lesser Harms: The Morality of Risk in Medical
Research (Morality and Society Series) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this e-
book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that
will?

Robert Thompson:

Beside this kind of Lesser Harms: The Morality of Risk in Medical Research (Morality and Society Series)
in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The
information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you
feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Lesser Harms: The Morality of Risk
in Medical Research (Morality and Society Series) because this book offers to you readable information. Do
you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end
up to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from today!

Christopher Gaul:

You may get this Lesser Harms: The Morality of Risk in Medical Research (Morality and Society Series) by
go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your



mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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