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This book is the first English translation of the German architect Bruno Tautâ€™s early twentieth-century
anthology Die Stadtkrone (The City Crown). Written under the influence of World War I, Taut developed
The City Crown to promote a utopian urban concept where people would live in a garden city of
â€˜apolitical socialismâ€™ and peaceful collaboration around a single purpose-free crystalline structure.
Tautâ€™s proposal sought to advance the garden city idea of Ebenezer Howard and rural aesthetic of
Camillo Sitteâ€™s urban planning schemes by merging them with his own â€˜city crownâ€™ concept. The
book also contains contributions by the Expressionist poet Paul Scheerbart, the writer and politician Erich
Baron and the architectural critic Adolf Behne. Although the original German text was republished in 2002,
only the title essay of The City Crown has previously been translated into English. This English translation
of Tautâ€™s full anthology, complete with all illustrations and supplementary texts, fills a significant gap in
the literature on early modern architecture in Germany and the history of urban design. It includes a
translatorsâ€™ preface, introduction and afterword to accompany the original composition of essays, poems,
designs and images. These original texts are accompanied by illustrations of Tautâ€™s own designs for a
utopian garden city of 300,000 inhabitants and over 40 additional historic and contemporary examples. The
new preface to The City Crown explains the premise for the English translation of Tautâ€™s anthology, its
organization and the approaches taken by the translators to maintain the four different voices included in the
original work. Matthew Mindrupâ€™s introduction critically examines the professional and intellectual
developments leading up to and supporting Bruno Tautâ€™s proposal to advance the English garden city
concept with a centralized communal structure of glass, the city crown. Through the careful examination of
original documents, letter conversations and previous scholarship, Mindrup locates crucial sources and
provides insights into the reasons behind Tautâ€™s thesis. Where previous scholarship has sought to ascribe
a single source for Tautâ€™s â€˜city crownâ€™ concept to such diverse architectural and spiritual leaders as
Fischer, Landauer, Nietzsche and Eckhart, Mindrup argues that it evolved in a more complex way. During
the months immediately following the end of World War I, The City Crown proved a source of inspiration
for Taut and his colleagues in the Arbeitsrat fÃ¼r Kunst (Working Council for Art) who were seeking to
develop a new post-war German architecture. Ulrike AltenmÃ¼ller-Lewis and Mark Brackâ€™s afterword
introduces the English reader to Bruno Tautâ€™s life and career. The City Crown can be seen as turning
point where Tautâ€™s social and spiritual agendas became fully equal to the pragmatic and aesthetic
impulses found in his work. The text also introduces the reader to more recent (and largely German) research
on Taut. These reconsiderations of Tautâ€™s theoretical work and personal development provide a fuller
understanding of The City Crownâ€™s impact on Tautâ€™s career while placing the text more inclusively
within the cultural landscape of the time.
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From reader reviews:

Grady Comer:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book The City Crown by Bruno Taut (Ashgate Studies in
Architecture). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important a new book The City Crown by Bruno Taut (Ashgate Studies in Architecture). You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point
until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by
internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Jennifer Buster:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must
answer that question because just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of The City
Crown by Bruno Taut (Ashgate Studies in Architecture) to read.

Kelley Hardy:

The City Crown by Bruno Taut (Ashgate Studies in Architecture) can be one of your basic books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The City
Crown by Bruno Taut (Ashgate Studies in Architecture) nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving
the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This
great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Jasper Parsons:

You could spend your free time to see this book this guide. This The City Crown by Bruno Taut (Ashgate
Studies in Architecture) is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did
not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.
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