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A moving story of father-son reconciliation told by a charismatic aboriginal star

When his father was given a diagnosis of terminal cancer, Winnipeg broadcaster and musician Wab Kinew
decided to spend a year reconnecting with the accomplished but distant aboriginal man who’d raised
him. The Reason You Walk spans that 2012 year, chronicling painful moments in the past and celebrating
renewed hopes and dreams for the future.  As Kinew revisits his own childhood in Winnipeg and on a
reserve in Northern Ontario, he learns more about his father's traumatic childhood at residential school. 

An intriguing doubleness marks The Reason You Walk, itself a reference to an Anishinaabe ceremonial song.
 Born to an Anishinaabe father and a non-native mother, he has a foot in both cultures. He is a Sundancer, an
academic, a former rapper, a hereditary chief and an urban activist. His father, Tobasonakwut, was both a
beloved traditional chief and a respected elected leader who engaged directly with Ottawa. Internally
divided, his father embraced both traditional native religion and Catholicism, the religion that was inculcated
into him at the residential school where he was physically and sexually abused. In a grand gesture of
reconciliation, Kinew's father invited the Roman Catholic bishop of Winnipeg to a Sundance ceremony in
which he adopted him as his brother. 

Kinew writes affectingly of his own struggles in his twenties to find the right path, eventually giving up a
self-destructive lifestyle to passionately pursue music and martial arts. From his unique vantage point, he
offers an inside view of what it means to be an educated aboriginal living in a country that is just beginning
to wake up to its aboriginal history and living presence. 

Invoking hope, healing and forgiveness, The Reason You Walk is a poignant story of a towering but damaged
father and his son as they embark on a journey to repair their family bond. By turns lighthearted and solemn,
Kinew gives us an inspiring vision for family and cross-cultural reconciliation, and for a wider conversation
about the future of aboriginal peoples.
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From reader reviews:

Iris Robertson:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This The Reason You Walk: A Memoir book is readable simply by you who hate
those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without
leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer regarding The Reason You
Walk: A Memoir content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking The Reason You Walk: A
Memoir is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Sabrina King:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
The Reason You Walk: A Memoir your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a
publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The
The Reason You Walk: A Memoir giving you a different experience more than blown away your brain but
also giving you useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach you the relaxing
pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a
casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Carolyn Lutz:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Reason You Walk: A Memoir
book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone
who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question The Reason You Walk: A Memoir as good book
but not only by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its
cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Sunny Lopez:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Reason You
Walk: A Memoir which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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