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For decades, aesthetics has been subjected to a variety of critiques, often concerning its treatment of beauty
or the autonomy of art. Collectively, these complaints have generated an anti-aesthetic stance now prevalent
in the contemporary art world. Yet if we examine the motivations for these critiques, Michael Kelly argues,
we find theorists and artists hungering for a new kind of aesthetics, one better calibrated to contemporary art
and its moral and political demands.

Following an analysis of the work of Stanley Cavell, Arthur Danto, Umberto Eco, Susan Sontag, and other
philosophers of the 1960s who made aesthetics more responsive to contemporary art, Kelly considers
Sontag’s aesthetics in greater detail. In On Photography (1977), she argues that a photograph of a person
suffering only aestheticizes the suffering for the viewer’s pleasure, yet she insists in Regarding the Pain of
Others (2003) that such a photograph can have a sustainable moral-political effect precisely because of its
aesthetics. Kelly considers this dramatic change to be symptomatic of a cultural shift in our understanding of
aesthetics, ethics, and politics. He discusses these issues in connection with Gerhard Richter’s and Doris
Salcedo’s art, chosen because they’re often identified with the anti-aesthetic though their work is clearly
aesthetic. Focusing first on Richter’s Baader-Meinhof series, Kelly concludes with Salcedo’s enactments of
suffering caused by social injustice. Throughout, he reveals the place of critique in contemporary art, which,
if we understand aesthetics as critique, confirms that it is integral to art. Meeting the demand for aesthetics
voiced by many who participate in art, Kelly advocates for a critical aesthetics that confirms the power of art.
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From reader reviews:

Perry Payne:

The actual book A Hunger for Aesthetics: Enacting the Demands of Art (Columbia Themes in Philosophy,
Social Criticism, and the Arts) has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write
this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Lynn Jordan:

Why? Because this A Hunger for Aesthetics: Enacting the Demands of Art (Columbia Themes in
Philosophy, Social Criticism, and the Arts) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you
to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was
fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than
the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still
want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Arthur McLaurin:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled A Hunger for Aesthetics: Enacting the Demands of Art (Columbia Themes in Philosophy,
Social Criticism, and the Arts) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and
every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get
previous to. The A Hunger for Aesthetics: Enacting the Demands of Art (Columbia Themes in Philosophy,
Social Criticism, and the Arts) giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also
giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at
this point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a
casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Brooke Gafford:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be A Hunger for Aesthetics: Enacting the Demands of Art
(Columbia Themes in Philosophy, Social Criticism, and the Arts) why because the amazing cover that make
you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually
fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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