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A tumultuous year in the life of a young surgeon during the Korean War.

Knife Song Korea chronicles a tumultuous year in the life of Sloane, a young surgeon in the Korean War.
Drafted into the army and assigned to an artillery unit in a remote rural area on the edges of the war, Sloane
must cope with harsh living conditions, a brutal workload, and intense feelings of personal isolation. The
only doctor for miles, he is called upon to treat not only U.S. military personnel but also the local Korean
population, for whom he feels both revulsion and pity. As the strain mounts and the war moves closer, he
comes face to face with questions of identity, nationality, and personal honor. Originally written during and
shortly after Richard Selzer’s own tour of duty in Korea, Knife Song Korea offers a poetic portrayal of a man
stretched to his limits and beyond, and the tragic toll war takes on the human psyche.

“…Knife Song Korea is a perfect complement to [Selzer’s] established body of work—tersely rendered,
paced to perfection, seamless in its blending of love and knife; it is a tangled love song sung with clarity and
conviction, a young man’s story shaped and clarified by the wisdom of age.” — Sewanee Review

“…Certainly this book joins such canon fixtures as For Whom the Bell Tolls and All Quiet on the Western
Front in its discerning study of war … Each word, each metaphor of this book revives a Korean War that is
still pulsating, still bursting with shouts, grinding gears, and rampant illness. For a lasting time, a lasting
work.” — ForeWord Reviews

“…a lapidary work of exceptional artistry as well as a valuable addition to the body of notable works by
physician-writers.” — California Literary Review

Richard Selzer is a former surgeon and professor at the Yale School of Medicine. He is also the author of
many books of short stories and essays, including Rituals of Surgery; Confessions of a Knife; The Exact
Location of the Soul; and Letters to a Best Friend edited by Peter Josyph. He has been honored with a
Guggenheim Fellowship, a National Magazine Award, the Pushcart Prize, and the American Medical Writers
Award. He lives in New Haven.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Stamper:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Knife Song Korea: A Novel. You can choose the best
book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book Knife Song Korea: A
Novel. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right,
simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or
abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era,
you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when
you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Gary Sandler:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Knife Song Korea: A Novel book is readable by you who hate the perfect
word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving
possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer of Knife Song Korea: A Novel content
conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content material but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Knife Song Korea: A Novel is not
loveable to be your top list reading book?

Lynette Petree:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you
buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take Knife Song Korea: A Novel as the daily resource information.

Ilene Bixler:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Knife Song Korea: A
Novel that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then how they
react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you
who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you
may pick Knife Song Korea: A Novel become your starter.
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