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Columbia University Press’s widely anticipated, complete translation of the Huainanzi, published in 2010,
opened exciting new pathways in the study of classical Chinese philosophy and literature. Compiled in the
second century B.C.E., the Huainanzi is a critical work of early Chinese thought, clarifying a crucial period
in the development of Chinese conceptions of the cosmos, human nature, and the social order. This
abridgement contains essential selections from each of the Huainanzi’s twenty-one chapters and adds a new
introduction and chapter descriptions. Designed for classroom use and general readers, it allows even greater
access to this central work of Chinese intellectual history.

Outlining “all that a modern monarch needs to know” in order to govern efficaciously, the Huainanzi
emphasizes rigorous self-cultivation and mental discipline, attributing successful rule to a balance of broad
knowledge, diligent application, and penetrating wisdom. The text represents a remarkable synthesis of
Daoist classics, such as the Laozi and the Zhuangzi; works associated with the Confucian tradition, such as
the Changes, the Odes, and the Documents; and a range of other foundational philosophical and literary
texts, from the Mozi to the Hanfeizi. This abridgement preserves the Huainanzi’s special rhetorical features,
such as its parallel prose and verse, and its unique compositional techniques, making its form and content
accessible to students, specialists of later China, and audiences new to Chinese history and thought. For
decades, Western scholars overlooked the Huainanzi’s sophisticated structure, creative content, and rich
historical value, yet all that changed with the translation of the full text. The Essential Huainanzi continues
to increase awareness of this brilliant work and change our understanding of early Chinese history.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Tucker:

The book with title The Essential Huainanzi (Translations from the Asian Classics) includes a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new
era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Emily Ferrell:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different
you can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent
the entire day to reading a guide. The book The Essential Huainanzi (Translations from the Asian Classics) it
is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-
book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
possesses high quality.

Bonnie Gallup:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be The Essential Huainanzi (Translations
from the Asian Classics) why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will
not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Mary Adamczyk:

This The Essential Huainanzi (Translations from the Asian Classics) is new way for you who has intense
curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Essential
Huainanzi (Translations from the Asian Classics) can be the light food for you because the information
inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is certainly
reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them feel
sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You



can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for
your better life along with knowledge.
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