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The relation between virtue and knowledge is at the heart of the Socratic view of human excellence, but it
also points to a central puzzle of the Platonic dialogues: Can Socrates be serious in his claims that human
excellence is constituted by one virtue, that vice is merely the result of ignorance, and that the correct
response to crime is therefore not punishment but education? Or are these assertions mere rhetorical ploys by
a notoriously complex thinker?

Lorraine Smith Pangle traces the argument for the primacy of virtue and the power of knowledge throughout
the five dialogues that feature them most prominently—the Apology, Gorgias, Protagoras, Meno, and
Laws—and reveals the truth at the core of these seemingly strange claims. She argues that Socrates was more
aware of the complex causes of human action and of the power of irrational passions than a cursory reading
might suggest. Pangle’s perceptive analyses reveal that many of Socrates’s teachings in fact explore the
factors that make it difficult for humans to be the rational creatures that he at first seems to claim. Also
critical to Pangle’s reading is her emphasis on the political dimensions of the dialogues. Underlying many of
the paradoxes, she shows, is a distinction between philosophic and civic virtue that is critical to
understanding them.

Ultimately, Pangle offers a radically unconventional way of reading Socrates’s views of human excellence:
Virtue is not knowledge in any ordinary sense, but true virtue is nothing other than wisdom.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Elder:

The book Virtue Is Knowledge: The Moral Foundations of Socratic Political Philosophy make one feel enjoy
for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a
book Virtue Is Knowledge: The Moral Foundations of Socratic Political Philosophy being your habit, you
can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or
all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and read a reserve Virtue Is Knowledge: The
Moral Foundations of Socratic Political Philosophy. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Ronald Ybarra:

The publication with title Virtue Is Knowledge: The Moral Foundations of Socratic Political Philosophy
contains a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That
book exist new know-how the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world
today. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will
bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read
that anywhere you want.

Dorothy Payne:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
you also know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these
claims Virtue Is Knowledge: The Moral Foundations of Socratic Political Philosophy.

James Martin:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Virtue Is Knowledge: The Moral
Foundations of Socratic Political Philosophy to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of
reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just
read it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to
open up a book and learn it. Beside that the publication Virtue Is Knowledge: The Moral Foundations of
Socratic Political Philosophy can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of this time.
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