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 "Cooke's examination of the Special Services and PX System during World War II, a subject previously
overlooked by scholars, shows that these goods and services kept the armed forces' spirits up under the
alienating conditions of global war."—Dennis Showalter, author of Patton and Rommel: Men of War in the
Twentieth Century 

As World War II dawned in Europe, General George C. Marshall, the new Army Chief of Staff, had to
acknowledge that American society—and the citizens who would soon become soldiers—had drastically
changed in the previous few decades. Almost every home had a radio, movies could talk, and driving in an
automobile to the neighborhood soda fountain was part of everyday life. A product of newly created mass
consumerism, the soldier of 1940 had expectations of material comfort, even while at war. Historian James J.
Cooke presents the first comprehensive look at how Marshall’s efforts to cheer soldiers far from home
resulted in the enduring morale services that the Army provides still today.  

Marshall understood that civilian soldiers provided particular challenges and wanted to improve the subpar
morale services that had been provided to Great War doughboys. Frederick Osborn, a civilian intellectual,
was called to head the newly formed morale branch, which quickly became the Special Services Division.
Hundreds of on-post movie theaters showing first-run movies at reduced prices, service clubs where GIs
could relax, and inexpensive cafeterias were constructed. The Army Exchange System took direction under
Brigadier General Joseph Byron, offering comfort items at low prices; the PX sold everything from
cigarettes and razor blades to low-alcohol beer in very popular beer halls.  

The great civic organizations—the YMCA, the Salvation Army, the Jewish Welfare Board, and
others—were brought together to form the United Service Organizations (USO). At USO Camp Shows,
admired entertainers like Bob Hope, Bing Crosby, and Frances Langford brought home-style entertainment
to soldiers within the war zones. As the war heightened in intensity, the Special Service Companies grew to
over forty in number, each containing more than one hundred enlisted men. Trained in infantry skills,
soldiers in the companies at times would have to stop showing movies, pick up their rifles, and fight. The
Special Services Division, PX, and USO were crucial elements in maintaining GI morale, and Cooke’s work
makes clear the lasting legacy of these efforts to boost the average soldier’s spirits almost a century ago. The
idea that as American soldiers serve abroad, they should have access to at least some of the comforts of
home has become a cultural standard.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Elam:

The knowledge that you get from American Girls, Beer, and Glenn Miller: GI Morale in World War II
(American Military Experience) is the more deep you digging the information that hide inside words the
more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but American
Girls, Beer, and Glenn Miller: GI Morale in World War II (American Military Experience) giving you joy
feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone
who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes
your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having that American Girls, Beer, and Glenn
Miller: GI Morale in World War II (American Military Experience) instantly.

Carrie Porter:

The book American Girls, Beer, and Glenn Miller: GI Morale in World War II (American Military
Experience) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to
elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you.
The book American Girls, Beer, and Glenn Miller: GI Morale in World War II (American Military
Experience) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so
you can easier to read the book.

Patricia Hooper:

Beside this particular American Girls, Beer, and Glenn Miller: GI Morale in World War II (American
Military Experience) in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you
feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have American Girls, Beer, and
Glenn Miller: GI Morale in World War II (American Military Experience) because this book offers to your
account readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that
won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from
currently!

James Coles:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make summary
for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their hobby. They just
do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing reading significantly.
Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it
is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on this period, many



ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore ,
this American Girls, Beer, and Glenn Miller: GI Morale in World War II (American Military Experience)
can make you really feel more interested to read.
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