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With its focus on dangerous, determined femmes fatales, hardboiled detectives, and crimes that almost-but-
never-quite succeed, film noir has long been popular with moviegoers and film critics alike. Film noir was a
staple of classical Hollywood filmmaking during the years 1941-1958 and has enjoyed a resurgence in
popularity since the 1990s. Dames in the Driver's Seat offers new views of both classical-era and
contemporary noirs through the lenses of gender, class, and race. Jans Wager analyzes how changes in film
noir's representation of women's and men's roles, class status, and racial identities mirror changes in a culture
that is now often referred to as postmodern and postfeminist.

Following introductory chapters that establish the theoretical basis of her arguments, Wager engages in close
readings of the classic noirs The Killers, Out of the Past, and Kiss Me Deadly and the contemporary noirs L.
A. Confidential, Mulholland Falls, Fight Club, Twilight, Fargo, and Jackie Brown. Wager divides recent
films into retro-noirs (made in the present, but set in the 1940s and 1950s) and neo-noirs (made and set in the
present but referring to classic noir narratively or stylistically). Going beyond previous studies of noir, her
perceptive readings of these films reveal that retro-noirs fulfill a reactionary social function, looking back
nostalgically to outdated gender roles and racial relations, while neo-noirs often offer more revisionary
representations of women, though not necessarily of people of color.
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From reader reviews:

Chester Walters:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Dames in the Driver's Seat: Rereading Film Noir as your
daily resource information.

Randy Hunter:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of various ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Dames in the Driver's Seat: Rereading Film Noir, you may tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Emery Flores:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this Dames
in the Driver's Seat: Rereading Film Noir.

Kelly Spinney:

Typically the book Dames in the Driver's Seat: Rereading Film Noir has a lot of information on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. The
author makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can find the
point easily after scanning this book.
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