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Can a U.S. president decide to hold suspected terrorists indefinitely without charges or secretly monitor
telephone conversations and e-mails without a warrant in the interest of national security? Was the George
W. Bush administration justified in authorizing waterboarding? Was President Obama justified in ordering
the killing, without trial or hearing, of a U.S. citizen suspected of terrorist activity? Defining the scope and
limits of emergency presidential power might seem easy—just turn to Article II of the Constitution. But as
Chris Edelson shows, the reality is complicated. In times of crisis, presidents have frequently staked out
claims to broad national security power. Ultimately it is up to the Congress, the courts, and the people to
decide whether presidents are acting appropriately or have gone too far.

            Drawing on excerpts from the U.S. Constitution, Supreme Court opinions, Department of Justice
memos, and other primary documents, Edelson weighs the various arguments that presidents have used to
justify the expansive use of executive power in times of crisis. Emergency Presidential Power uses the
historical record to evaluate and analyze presidential actions before and after the terrorist attacks of
September 11, 2001. The choices of the twenty-first century, Edelson concludes, have pushed the boundaries
of emergency presidential power in ways that may provide dangerous precedents for current and future
commanders-in-chief.

Winner, Crader Family Book Prize in American Values, Department of History and Crader Family
Endowment for American Values, Southeast Missouri State University
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From reader reviews:

Gina Hill:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Emergency
Presidential Power: From the Drafting of the Constitution to the War on Terror book as starter and daily
reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Paul Simpson:

The ability that you get from Emergency Presidential Power: From the Drafting of the Constitution to the
War on Terror will be the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Emergency Presidential
Power: From the Drafting of the Constitution to the War on Terror giving you buzz feeling of reading. The
writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because
the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase
well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
highly recommend you for having this Emergency Presidential Power: From the Drafting of the Constitution
to the War on Terror instantly.

Thomas Towne:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the characters do
it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Emergency
Presidential Power: From the Drafting of the Constitution to the War on Terror, you could tells your family,
friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

William Brown:

The book untitled Emergency Presidential Power: From the Drafting of the Constitution to the War on Terror
contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very clear to
see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by
famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere and



anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also
order it. Have a nice go through.
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