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John Cuthbert Ford, SJ (1902-1989) was one of the leading American Catholic moralists of the 20th century.
This is the first full-length analysis of his work and influence, one that not only reveals a traditionally
Catholic method of moral analysis but also illuminates the conflicts behind and development of Catholic
moral teaching during the volatile 1960s.

Ford is best known for his influential contribution to Catholic teachings on three moral issues. His objection
to the Allied practice of obliteration bombing during WWII by drawing a sharp distinction between
combatants and noncombatants is still studied widely today. Ford campaigned for alcohol education for both
clergy and laity and introduced a pastoral approach for assisting and counseling alcoholics. As a member of
the Papal Commission on Population, Family, and Birth Rate during the 1960s, Ford was an unyielding
defender of the traditional Catholic teaching on birth control that still reigns today.

Drawing on the published works and personal papers of Ford, Eric Genilo begins with a brief description of
the theologian's life, career, and influence. The book is divided into two parts. In Part I, Method, Genilo
offers an overview of Ford's moral theology in the "manualist" tradition?a 300-year period during which
Catholic priests used manuals to instruct the faithful on matters of morality and sin. Genilo then examines
Ford's two modes of resolving moral cases and presents Ford's approach to doctrinal development. In Part II,
Moral Objectivity, Genilo shows how Ford confronted the growing situation ethics movement, then moves to
how he understood freedom and subjective culpability, particularly in the case of alcoholism. Later chapters
reveal Ford's theological conflicts with Josef Fuchs, SJ on the issue of birth control, his staunch opposition to
totalitarianism, and his moral analysis of how society should treat marginalized persons threatened by the
abuse of power.

Genilo concludes with an assessment of Ford's legacy to the development and practice of moral theology,
leaving the reader with an in-depth portrait of an extraordinary man who dedicated his life to defending the
Church and protecting the most vulnerable persons in society.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Vu:

This John Cuthbert Ford, SJ: Moral Theologian at the End of the Manualist Era (Moral Traditions series) are
generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this
John Cuthbert Ford, SJ: Moral Theologian at the End of the Manualist Era (Moral Traditions series) can be
one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but
feed an individual with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually
handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this John Cuthbert Ford, SJ: Moral Theologian at the End of the Manualist Era (Moral
Traditions series) forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test
of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Stephen Bruns:

This John Cuthbert Ford, SJ: Moral Theologian at the End of the Manualist Era (Moral Traditions series) is
great reserve for you because the content which is full of information for you who else always deal with
world and have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great
arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can
have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core
information with splendid delivering sentences. Having John Cuthbert Ford, SJ: Moral Theologian at the End
of the Manualist Era (Moral Traditions series) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is
not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this
reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Judy Marinez:

This John Cuthbert Ford, SJ: Moral Theologian at the End of the Manualist Era (Moral Traditions series) is
new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger
of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having
little digest in reading this John Cuthbert Ford, SJ: Moral Theologian at the End of the Manualist Era (Moral
Traditions series) can be the light food for you because the information inside this specific book is easy to
get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in
the e-book type. People who think that in e-book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the
answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for.
It should be here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book type for your better life and
knowledge.

Meghan Drucker:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can



know everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication John Cuthbert Ford, SJ: Moral Theologian at the End of the
Manualist Era (Moral Traditions series) was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading any
book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era
like now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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