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Since the Maastricht ratification debate of the early 1990s, the legitimacy of the European Union has become
a subject of controversy. With unprecedented force, Europeans have begun to question the need for deeper
integration. Some fear threats to established national identities, while others perceive the emergence of a
distant but powerful Brussels, beyond the reach of democratic control. Legitimacy and the European Union
breaks with established approaches to the problem of the legitimacy of the European Union by focusing on
the recent trend towards reconceptualization of the EU not as a superstate or an organization of states, but as
a multi-level, contested polity without precedent. The book examines the implications of this
reconceptualization for the problem of legitimacy. Individual chapters focus on policy areas, institutions and
identity politics. Taken together, they reach two main conclusions. While Europeans do not strongly identify
with the EU, they increasingly recognize it as a framework for politics alongside existing national and
subnational structures. And while the EU lacks central democratic institutions, the integration process has
spawned significant informal and pluralist forms of representation. Rethinking recognition and
representation ouside the context of the nation state points to important, if little understood, actual and
potential sources of EU legitimacy.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Twombly:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book titled Legitimacy and
the European Union: The Contested Polity? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside
you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Avis Zeiger:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read one having
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Legitimacy and the European Union: The Contested
Polity is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Brian Ramos:

Typically the book Legitimacy and the European Union: The Contested Polity will bring one to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event
you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Legitimacy and the European
Union: The Contested Polity is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Lyndsey Lafferty:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for you is Legitimacy and the European Union: The Contested Polity this reserve consist a lot
of the information from the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented just how can
the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer
made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.
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