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On May 25, 2012, President Obama announced that the United States would spend the next thirteen
years – through November 11, 2025 – commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the Vietnam War, and the
American soldiers, “more than 58,000 patriots,” who died in Vietnam. The fact that at least 2.1 million
Vietnamese – soldiers, parents, grandparents, children – also died in that war will be largely unknown and
entirely uncommemorated. And U.S. history barely stops to record the millions of Vietnamese who lived on
after being displaced, tortured, maimed, raped, or born with birth defects, the result of devastating chemicals
wreaked on the land by the U.S. military. The reason for this appalling disconnect of consciousness lies in an
unremitting public relations campaign waged by top American politicians, military leaders, business people,
and scholars who have spent the last sixty years justifying the U.S. presence in Vietnam. It is a campaign of
patriotic conceit superbly chronicled by John Marciano in The American War in Vietnam: Crime or
Commemoration?.

A devastating follow-up to Marciano’s 1979 classic Teaching the Vietnam War (written with
William L. Griffen), Marciano’s book seeks not to commemorate the Vietnam War, but to stop the ongoing
U.S. war on actual history. Marciano reveals the grandiose flag-waving that stems from the “Noble Cause
principle,” the notion that America is “chosen by God” to bring democracy to the world. Marciano writes of
the Noble Cause being invoked unsparingly by presidents – from Jimmy Carter, in his observation that,
regarding Vietnam, “the destruction was mutual,” to Barack Obama, who continues the flow of romantic
media propaganda: “The United States of America … will remain the greatest force for freedom the world
has ever known.”

The result is critical writing and teaching at its best. This book will find a home in classrooms where
teachers seek to do more than repeat the trite glorifications of U.S. empire. It will provide students
everywhere with insights that can prepare them to change the world.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Everman:

This book untitled The American War in Vietnam: Crime or Commemoration? to be one of several books in
which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it.
You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The publisher of
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Lydia Baum:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually
more imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other
folks. When you read this The American War in Vietnam: Crime or Commemoration?, it is possible to tells
your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a publication.

Jeffrey Martinez:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many
books in the top collection in your reading list is The American War in Vietnam: Crime or
Commemoration?. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to
be precious person. By looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Joshua Hsu:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book The American War in Vietnam: Crime or
Commemoration? to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
feeling about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book
and read it. Beside that the e-book The American War in Vietnam: Crime or Commemoration? can to be
your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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