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The white man's burden, darkest Africa, the seduction of the primitive: such phrases were widespread in the
language Western empires used to talk about their colonial enterprises. How this language itself served
imperial purposes--and how it survives today in writing about the Third World--are the subject of David
Spurr's book, a revealing account of the rhetorical strategies that have defined Western thinking about the
non-Western world.
Despite historical differences among British, French, and American versions of colonialism, their rhetoric
had much in common. The Rhetoric of Empire identifies these shared features—images, figures of speech,
and characteristic lines of argument—and explores them in a wide variety of sources. A former
correspondent for the United Press International, the author is equally at home with journalism or critical
theory, travel writing or official documents, and his discussion is remarkably comprehensive. Ranging from
T. E. Lawrence and Isak Dineson to Hemingway and Naipaul, from Time and the New Yorker to the National
Geographic and Le Monde, from journalists such as Didion and Sontag to colonial administrators such as
Frederick Lugard and Albert Sarraut, this analysis suggests the degree to which certain rhetorical tactics
penetrate the popular as well as official colonial and postcolonial discourse.
Finally, Spurr considers the question: Can the language itself—and with it, Western forms of interpretation--
be freed of the exercise of colonial power? This ambitious book is an answer of sorts. By exposing the
rhetoric of empire, Spurr begins to loosen its hold over discourse about—and between—different cultures.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph McNeal:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare
time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book called The
Rhetoric of Empire: Colonial Discourse in Journalism, Travel Writing, and Imperial Administration (Post-
contemporary interventions)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your
time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or
you have some other opinion?

Harold Cole:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Rhetoric of Empire:
Colonial Discourse in Journalism, Travel Writing, and Imperial Administration (Post-contemporary
interventions) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Alan Fan:

This book untitled The Rhetoric of Empire: Colonial Discourse in Journalism, Travel Writing, and Imperial
Administration (Post-contemporary interventions) to be one of several books which best seller in this year,
this is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this
particular book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there
is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Cynthia Harvell:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Rhetoric of Empire: Colonial
Discourse in Journalism, Travel Writing, and Imperial Administration (Post-contemporary interventions)
book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone
who all read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill
only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt The Rhetoric of Empire: Colonial Discourse in
Journalism, Travel Writing, and Imperial Administration (Post-contemporary interventions) as good book
not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its
cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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