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Drawing on extensive ethnographic fieldwork in Cambodia, Erik W. Davis radically recasts attitudes toward
the nature of Southeast Asian Buddhism’ s interactions with local religious practice and, by extension,
reorients our understanding of Buddhism itself. Through avivid study of contemporary Cambodian Buddhist
funeral rites, he reveals the powerfully integrative role monks play as they care for the dead and negotiate the
interplay of non-Buddhist spirits and forma Buddhist customs. Buddhist monks perform funeral rituals
rooted in the embodied practices of Khmer rice farmers and the socia hierarchies of Khmer culture. The
monks' realization of death underwrites key components of the Cambodian social imagination: the
distinction between wild death and celibate life, the forest and the field, and moral and immoral forms of
power. By connecting the performative aspects of Buddhist death rituals to Cambodian history and everyday
life, Davis undermines the theory that elite Buddhist monks universally oppose rural belief systems. Instead,
he shows Cambodian Buddhism to be arobust tradition with ethical and popular components extending
throughout Khmer society.
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From reader reviews:
Charlotte Hawley:

Within other caseg, little people like to read book Deathpower: Buddhism's Ritual Imagination in Cambodia.
Y ou can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how isimportant
some sort of book Deathpower: Buddhism's Ritual Imagination in Cambodia. Y ou can add knowledge and of
course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know
everything! From your country until finaly foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing
until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by internet
device. It iscalled e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Rosa Rogers:

The guide untitled Deathpower: Buddhism's Ritual Imagination in Cambodia is the guide that recommended
to you to see. Y ou can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to an individual. The language
that publisher useto explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did alot of
investigation when write the book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. Y ou
also could possibly get the e-book of Deathpower: Buddhism's Ritual Imagination in Cambodia from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy freetime.

David Barr:

The actual book Deathpower: Buddhism's Ritual Imagination in Cambodia has alot of information on it. So
when you check out this book you can get alot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author.
Tom makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily
after reading this book.

Beth Johnson:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic asin the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be Deathpower: Buddhism's Ritual |magination in Cambodia
why because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an
individual. Theinside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Y our reading 6th sense
will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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