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Who owns your genetic information? Might it be the doctors who, in the course of removing your spleen,
decode a few cells and turn them into a patented product? In 1990 the Supreme Court of California said yes,
marking another milestone on the information superhighway. This extraordinary case is one of the many that
James Boyle takes up in Shamans, Software, and Spleens, a timely look at the infinitely tricky problems
posed by the information society. Discussing topics ranging from blackmail and insider trading to artificial
intelligence (with good-humored stops in microeconomics, intellectual property, and cultural studies along
the way), Boyle has produced a work that can fairly be called the first social theory of the information age.

Now more than ever, information is power, and questions about who owns it, who controls it, and who gets
to use it carry powerful implications. These are the questions Boyle explores in matters as diverse as
autodialers and direct advertising, electronic bulletin boards and consumer databases, ethno-botany and
indigenous pharmaceuticals, the right of publicity (why Johnny Carson owns the phrase "Here's Johnny!"),
and the right to privacy (does J. D. Salinger "own" the letters he's sent?). Boyle finds that our ideas about
intellectual property rights rest on the notion of the Romantic author--a notion that Boyle maintains is not
only outmoded but actually counterproductive, restricting debate, slowing innovation, and widening the gap
between rich and poor nations. What emerges from this lively discussion is a compelling argument for
relaxing the initial protection of authors' works and expanding the concept of the fair use of information. For
those with an interest in the legal, ethical, and economic ramifications of the dissemination of information--
in short, for every member of the information society, willing or unwilling--this book makes a case that
cannot be ignored.
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From reader reviews:

James Snyder:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Shamans, Software, and Spleens. All
type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Roxanne Pineda:

The publication untitled Shamans, Software, and Spleens is the book that recommended to you to see. You
can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book,
therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of
Shamans, Software, and Spleens from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Richard Mills:

The e-book with title Shamans, Software, and Spleens posesses a lot of information that you can discover it.
You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist new understanding the information that exist in
this reserve represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how
the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth.
You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Linda Barefoot:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Shamans, Software, and Spleens, it is possible to
enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh
come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.
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