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“Ask an authority on Brazilian culture what he considers to be the most significant artistic event in Brazil
during this century,” observes John Nist, “and he will quickly reply, ‘The Modern Art Week Exhibition,
staged in Sao Paulo in February, 1922.’ This public demonstration and aesthetic manifesto represented a cut
with the past, a violent break with tradition unparalleled in Brazilian history. The fact that Brazilians still
discuss the poetical renovation achieved by Modernism shows how strongly the movement attacked and
questioned traditional attitudes, cherished preconceptions, prejudiced aspects of a national sensibility that
still persists, in some quarters, to this day. As a movement of research and experimentation, Modernism was,
in the words of its principal prophet, Mário de Andrade, ‘a rupture, a revolt against the national intelligence.’
In time it became a national affirmation that resulted in the integration of Brazilian literature into the
literature of the Western world—an integration too long overlooked by members of the English-speaking
community.”

The literary revolution thus unleashed in 1922 in Latin America’s largest country is the subject of this book
by Nist. Initially fostered by the Brazilian poets in response to new challenges in painting, sculpture,
architecture, and music, the Modernist Movement has passed through four clear phases, which are traced by
the author: first, the destructive and iconoclastic phase, 1922–1930; second, the serious and socially
concerned phase, 1930–1940; third, the aesthetically formal phase, 1940–1950; fourth, the Concretist
experimental phase, 1950 to the mid-1960s.

With similar competence Nist examines the fourfold achievement sought by these same poets: (1) a new age
of humanity as well as a new artistic attitude; (2) a new aesthetic purity; (3) the termination of the divorce
between humanity and nature, artist and human; (4) the discovery and establishment of a common ground
between culture and spontaneity, tradition and originality, social and natural reality.

In addition to presenting the origin and evolution of the Modernist Movement from a historical perspective,
the author pays critical attention to the artistic achievements of the leading poets of twentieth-century Brazil:
Mário de Andrade, Oswald de Andrade, Manuel Bandeira, Jorge de Lima, Cassiano Ricardo, Carlos
Drummond de Andrade, Cecília Meireles, Vinícius de Moraes, Augusto Frederico Schmidt, Murilo Mendes,
João Cabral de Melo Neto, Domingos Carvalho da Silva, and others of similar stature.
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From reader reviews:

Amado Spieker:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day long to
reading a book. The book The Modernist Movement in Brazil: A Literary Study it doesn't matter what good
to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. When
you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read
this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Robert Hightower:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be The Modernist Movement in Brazil: A Literary Study
why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you.
The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Dennis Carson:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is The Modernist Movement in Brazil: A Literary Study this reserve consist
a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the world
has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer
made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.

Janelle Ramirez:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or
real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this The Modernist Movement in Brazil: A Literary Study can make you experience more



interested to read.
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