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This book brings back into print, for the first time since the 1830s, a text that was central to the transatlantic
campaign to fully abolish slavery in Britain’s colonies. James Williams, an eighteen-year-old Jamaican
“apprentice” (former slave), came to Britain in 1837 at the instigation of the abolitionist Joseph Sturge. The
Narrative he produced there, one of very few autobiographical texts by Caribbean slaves or former slaves,
became one of the most powerful abolitionist tools for effecting the immediate end to the system of
apprenticeship that had replaced slavery.
Describing the hard working conditions on plantations and the harsh treatment of apprentices unjustly
incarcerated, Williams argues that apprenticeship actually worsened the conditions of Jamaican ex-slaves:
former owners, no longer legally permitted to directly punish their workers, used the Jamaican legal system
as a punitive lever against them. Williams’s story documents the collaboration of local magistrates in this
practice, wherein apprentices were routinely jailed and beaten for both real and imaginary infractions of the
apprenticeship regulations.
In addition to the complete text of Williams’s original Narrative, this fully annotated edition includes
nineteenth-century responses to the controversy from the British and Jamaican press, as well as extensive
testimony from the Commission of Enquiry that heard evidence regarding the Narrative’s claims. These
fascinating and revealing documents constitute the largest extant body of direct testimony by Caribbean
slaves or apprentices.
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From reader reviews:

Mariano Smith:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can
spent the whole day to reading a publication. The book A Narrative of Events, since the First of August,
1834, by James Williams, an Apprenticed Labourer in Jamaica (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading
this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can
m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses
high quality.

Tyron Lenahan:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like A Narrative of Events,
since the First of August, 1834, by James Williams, an Apprenticed Labourer in Jamaica (a John Hope
Franklin Center Book) which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Veronica Shriner:

This A Narrative of Events, since the First of August, 1834, by James Williams, an Apprenticed Labourer in
Jamaica (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) is new way for you who has fascination to look for some
information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this A Narrative of Events, since the First of
August, 1834, by James Williams, an Apprenticed Labourer in Jamaica (a John Hope Franklin Center Book)
can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside that book is easy to get through
anyone. These books build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book
contact form. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the
answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book style for your better life as
well as knowledge.

Richard Eby:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book A Narrative of Events, since the First of August, 1834, by
James Williams, an Apprenticed Labourer in Jamaica (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) was multi-colored



and of course has pictures around. As we know that book A Narrative of Events, since the First of August,
1834, by James Williams, an Apprenticed Labourer in Jamaica (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) has
many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read
and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can
make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading
that.
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