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A?vagho?a, N?g?rjuna, and ?ryadeva are among the most celebrated Indian patriarchs in Asian Buddhist
traditions and modern Buddhist studies scholarship. Scholars agree that all three lived in first- to third-
century C.E. India, so most studies have focused on locating them in ancient Indian history, religion, or
society. To this end, they have used all available accounts of the Indian patriarchs' lives—in Sanskrit,
Tibetan, various Central Asian languages, and Chinese, produced over more than a millennium—and viewed
them as bearing exclusively on ancient India. Of these sources, medieval Chinese hagiographies are by far
the earliest and most abundant.

Conceiving the Indian Buddhist Patriarchs in China is the first attempt to situate the medieval Chinese
hagiographies of A?vagho?a, N?g?rjuna, and ?ryadeva in the context of Chinese religion, culture, and
society of the time. It examines these sources not as windows into ancient Indian history but as valuable
records of medieval Chinese efforts to define models of Buddhist sanctity. It explores broader questions
concerning Chinese conceptions of ancient Indian Buddhism and concerns about being Buddhist in latter-day
China. By propagating the tales and texts of A?vagho?a, N?g?rjuna, and ?ryadeva, leaders of the Chinese
sangha sought to demonstrate that the means and media of Indian Buddhist enlightenment were readily
available in China and that local Chinese adepts could thereby rise to the ranks of the most exalted Buddhist
saints across the Sino-Indian divide. Chinese authors also aimed to merge their own kingdom with the
Buddhist heartland by demonstrating congruency between Indian and Chinese ideals of spiritual attainment.
This volume shows, for the first time, how Chinese Buddhists adduced the patriarchs as evidence that
Buddhist masters from ancient India had instantiated the same ideals, practices, and powers expected of all
Chinese holy beings and that the expressly foreign religion of Buddhism was thus the best means to
sainthood and salvation for latter-day China.

Rich in information and details about the inner world of medieval Chinese Buddhists, Conceiving the Indian
Buddhist Patriarchs in China will be welcomed by scholars and students in the fields of Buddhist studies,
religious studies, and China studies. Published in association with the Kuroda Institute.
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From reader reviews:

Lucinda Brown:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Conceiving the
Indian Buddhist Patriarchs in China (Studies in East Asian Buddhism) is our recommendation to cause you
to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Julie Tice:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the publication untitled Conceiving the Indian Buddhist Patriarchs in China (Studies
in East Asian Buddhism) can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Johnny Ballance:

Beside that Conceiving the Indian Buddhist Patriarchs in China (Studies in East Asian Buddhism) in your
phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live
in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Conceiving the Indian Buddhist Patriarchs in China (Studies in
East Asian Buddhism) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you occasionally
have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand.
The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still
want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it from currently!

Joan Stump:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled
update of news. With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just in search of the Conceiving the Indian Buddhist Patriarchs in China (Studies in East
Asian Buddhism) when you needed it?
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