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Can an outrageously immoral man or a scandalous woman teach morality or lead people to virtue? Does
personal fallibility devalue one's words and deeds? Is it possible to separate the private from the public, to
segregate individual failing from official function? Chaucer addressed these perennial issues through two
problematic authority figures, the Pardoner and the Wife of Bath. The Pardoner dares to assume official roles
to which he has no legal claim and for which he is quite unsuited. We are faced with the shocking
consequences of the belief, standard for the time, that immorality is not necessarily a bar to effective
ministry. Even more subversively, the Wife of Bath, who represents one of the most despised stereotypes in
medieval literature, the sexually rapacious widow, dispenses wisdom of the highest order.

This innovative book places these "fallible authors" within the full intellectual context that gave them
meaning. Alastair Minnis magisterially examines the impact of Aristotelian thought on preaching theory, the
controversial practice of granting indulgences, religious and medical categorizations of deviant bodies,
theological attempts to rationalize sex within marriage, Wycliffite doctrine that made authority dependent on
individual grace and raised the specter of Donatism, and heretical speculation concerning the possibility of
female teachers. Chaucer's Pardoner and Wife of Bath are revealed as interconnected aspects of a single
radical experiment wherein the relationship between objective authority and subjective fallibility is
confronted as never before.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Norman:

The book Fallible Authors: Chaucer's Pardoner and Wife of Bath (The Middle Ages Series) give you a sense
of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a
book Fallible Authors: Chaucer's Pardoner and Wife of Bath (The Middle Ages Series) to be your habit, you
can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects.
You may know everything if you like wide open and read a publication Fallible Authors: Chaucer's Pardoner
and Wife of Bath (The Middle Ages Series). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Sophia Whitfield:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item
for a while is reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand
than other is high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Fallible
Authors: Chaucer's Pardoner and Wife of Bath (The Middle Ages Series) book as beginning and daily
reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Laurence Asher:

This Fallible Authors: Chaucer's Pardoner and Wife of Bath (The Middle Ages Series) is great reserve for
you because the content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and also
have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great organize
word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have
whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information
with attractive delivering sentences. Having Fallible Authors: Chaucer's Pardoner and Wife of Bath (The
Middle Ages Series) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve
already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Sunny Weaver:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Fallible Authors: Chaucer's Pardoner
and Wife of Bath (The Middle Ages Series) can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these books have than the others?
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