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On Sin and Free Choice consists of three commonplaces. First, “On Original Sin” addresses the first sin of
Adam and Eve (Genesis 3) and the terrible results of this primeval sin: the fact that all of Adam’s and Eve’s
natural descendants lack original righteousness, are corrupted in their natures, and therefore stand guilty of
God’s just judgment. The original sin is handed down from parents to children via the natural processes of
procreation. The healing from original sin, merited by Jesus Christ, begins to be applied in Holy Baptism.

Second, “On Actual Sins” deals with human statements, deeds, and desires that are against God’s moral law.
Gerhard examines many categories of sins, and especially shows that even the wrongful desires within
people are truly sins. The distinction between “mortal” and “venial” sin is shown to be biblical, but must be
guarded from misunderstanding.

Third, “On Free Choice” speaks of how fallen human beings have some freedom of choice, but not the kind
of freedom that could turn them towards God. The fallen human will freely chooses only things that are
contrary to God, until the Holy Spirit converts a person to faith in Christ.

About This Series
The Theological Commonplaces series is the first-ever English translation of Johann Gerhard's monumental
Loci Theologici. Gerhard was the premier Lutheran theologian of the early seventeenth century. Combining
his profound understanding of evangelical Lutheran theology with a broad interest in ethics and culture, he
produced significant works on biblical, doctrinal, pastoral, and devotional theology. Gerhard interacts with
the writings of the church fathers, Luther and his contemporaries, and the Catholic and Calvinist theologians
of his day. His 17-volume Loci is regarded as the standard compendium of Lutheran orthodoxy, with topics
ranging from the proper understanding and interpretation of Scripture to eschatology.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Magnuson:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book On Sin and Free Choice:
Theological Commonplaces will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can
know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It
isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book
with you?

Matthew Armstrong:

Why? Because this On Sin and Free Choice: Theological Commonplaces is an unordinary book that the
inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way makes
the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you
a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book
store hurriedly.

Chris Barrentine:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this On Sin and Free Choice: Theological
Commonplaces guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question On Sin and Free Choice: Theological
Commonplaces as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can
break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh
come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Jean Gaskin:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book On Sin and
Free Choice: Theological Commonplaces. Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book,
it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-
book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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