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On a steamy hot Sunday, the Reverend Herbert Redmond was celebrating Mass at a church in Brooklyn,
when he startled his congregation thus: "It's far too hot for a sermon. Keep the Commandments and say a
prayer for Gil Hodges."

Praying for Gil Hodges is built around a detailed reconstruction of the seventh game of the 1955 World
Series, which has always been on the short list of great moments in baseball history. On a sunny, breezy
October afternoon, something happened in New York City that had never happened before and never would
again: the Brooklyn Dodgers won the world championship of baseball. For one hour and forty-four minutes,
behind a gutsy, twenty-three-year-old kid left-hander from the iron-mining region of upstate New York
named Johnny Podres, everything that had gone wrong before went gloriously right for a change. Until that
afternoon, leaving out the war years, the Dodgers and their legions of fans had endured ten seasons during
which they lost the World Series to the New York Yankees five times and lost the National League pennant
on the final day of the season three times--- facts of history that give the famous cry of "Wait Till Next
Year!" its defiant meaning.

Pitch by pitch and inning by inning, Thomas Oliphant re-creates a relentless melodrama that shows this final
game in its true glory. As we move through the game, he builds a remarkable history of the hapless "Bums,"
exploring the Dodgers' status as a national team, based on their fabled history of near-triumphs and disasters
that made them classic underdogs. He weaves into this brilliant recounting a winning memoir of his own
family's story and their time together on that fateful day that the final game was played.

This victory thrilled the national African-American community, still mired in the evils of segregation, who
had erupted in joy at the arrival of Jackie Robinson eight years earlier and rooted unabashedly for this
integrated team at a time when the country was thoroughly segregated.

And it also thrilled a nine-year-old boy on the East Side of Manhattan in a loving, struggling family for
whom the Dodgers were a rare source of the joys and symbols that bring families together through tough
times.

Every once in a while a book provides a certain view of America, and whether it is The Greatest Generation,
Big Russ & Me, or Wait Till Next Year, these works strike a chord with readers everywhere. Praying for Gil
Hodges is such a book. Written with power and clarity, this is a brilliant work capturing the majesty of
baseball, the issue of race in America, and the love that one young boy, his parents, and the borough of
Brooklyn had for their team.
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From reader reviews:

Claude Gonzalez:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Praying for Gil Hodges: A Memoir of the 1955 World Series
and One Family's Love of the Brooklyn Dodgers. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book.
So long as we know about how is important a new book Praying for Gil Hodges: A Memoir of the 1955
World Series and One Family's Love of the Brooklyn Dodgers. You can add understanding and of course
you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything!
From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful
thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is
called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

James Bouchard:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Praying for Gil Hodges: A Memoir of
the 1955 World Series and One Family's Love of the Brooklyn Dodgers. All type of book are you able to see
on many solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Sean Martinez:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Praying for Gil Hodges: A Memoir of the 1955
World Series and One Family's Love of the Brooklyn Dodgers as your daily resource information.

Jessica Seymore:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Praying for
Gil Hodges: A Memoir of the 1955 World Series and One Family's Love of the Brooklyn Dodgers suitable to
you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled Praying for Gil
Hodges: A Memoir of the 1955 World Series and One Family's Love of the Brooklyn Dodgersis a single of
several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world.
When you read this guide you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author explained their
plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will
give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world



with this book.
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