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As novice master of the Cistercian Abbey of Our Lady of Gethsemani in Kentucky, Thomas Merton
presented weekly conferences to familiarize his charges with the meaning and purpose of the vows they
aspired to undertake. In this setting, he offered a thorough exposition of the theological, canonical, and above
all spiritual dimensions of the vows.

Merton set the vows firmly in the context of the anthropological, moral, soteriological, and ecclesial
dimensions of human, Christian, and monastic life. He addressed such classical themes of Christian morality
as the nature of the human person and his acts; the importance of justice in relation to the Passion of Christ,
to friendship and to love; and self-surrender as the key to grace, prayer and the vowed life. Merton's words
on these topics clearly spring from a committed heart and often flow with the soaring intensity of style that
we have come to expect in his more enthusiastic prose.

The texts of these conferences represent the longest and most systematically organized of any of numerous
series of conferences that Merton presented during the decade of his mastership. They may be the most
directly pastoral work Merton ever wrote.
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Dawkins:

Here thing why this kind of The Life of the Vows: Initiation into the Monastic Tradition (Monastic Wisdom
Series) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the
content of it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The Life of the Vows: Initiation into the
Monastic Tradition (Monastic Wisdom Series) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find
any publication out there but there is no guide that similar with The Life of the Vows: Initiation into the
Monastic Tradition (Monastic Wisdom Series). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your
current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you.
You can bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are
having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Life of the Vows: Initiation into the
Monastic Tradition (Monastic Wisdom Series) in e-book can be your choice.

Eddie Drennan:

The book The Life of the Vows: Initiation into the Monastic Tradition (Monastic Wisdom Series) has a lot
associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the
very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you can find the point easily after looking over this book.

Billy Gallardo:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Life of the Vows:
Initiation into the Monastic Tradition (Monastic Wisdom Series) which is obtaining the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Brian Rankins:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. In
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to find
the The Life of the Vows: Initiation into the Monastic Tradition (Monastic Wisdom Series) when you
required it?
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