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Today’s critical establishment assumes that sentimentalism is an eighteenth- and nineteenth-century literary

mode that all but disappeared by the twentieth century. In this book, Jennifer Williamson argues that

sentimentalism is alive and well in the modern era. By examining working-class literature that adopts the

rhetoric of “feeling right” in order to promote a proletarian or humanist ideology as well as neo-slave

narratives that wrestle with the legacy of slavery and cultural definitions of African American families, she

explores the ways contemporary authors engage with familiar sentimental clichés and ideals.

Williamson covers new ground by examining authors who are not generally read for their sentimental

narrative practices, considering the proletarian novels of Grace Lumpkin, Josephine Johnson, and John

Steinbeck alongside neo-slave narratives written by Margaret Walker, Octavia Butler, and Toni Morrison.

Through careful close readings, Williamson argues that the appropriation of sentimental modes enables both

sympathetic thought and systemic action in the proletarian and neo-slave novels under discussion. She

contrasts appropriations that facilitate such cultural work with those that do not, including Kathryn Stockett’s

novel and film The Help. The book outlines how sentimentalism remains a viable and important means of

promoting social justice while simultaneously recognizing and exploring how sentimentality can further

white privilege.

Sentimentalism is not only alive in the twentieth century. It is a flourishing rhetorical practice among a range

of twentieth-century authors who use sentimental tactics in order to appeal to their readers about a range of

social justice issues. This book demonstrates that at stake in their appeals is who is inside and outside of the

American family and nation.
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From reader reviews:

Johnny Allen:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Twentieth-Century
Sentimentalism: Narrative Appropriation in American Literature (The American Literatures Initiative)
suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled
Twentieth-Century Sentimentalism: Narrative Appropriation in American Literature (The American
Literatures Initiative)is one of several books that everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many
men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever
know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the
core of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. In
order to see the represented of the world within this book.

Blake Nixon:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can see
that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended for your
requirements is Twentieth-Century Sentimentalism: Narrative Appropriation in American Literature (The
American Literatures Initiative) this e-book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world
now. This book was represented how does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to
explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why
this book ideal all of you.

Suk Barry:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Twentieth-Century
Sentimentalism: Narrative Appropriation in American Literature (The American Literatures Initiative) can be
the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time
by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than
the others?

Maryann Warren:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on



this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Twentieth-Century Sentimentalism: Narrative Appropriation in American Literature (The
American Literatures Initiative) can make you sense more interested to read.
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