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Charles Bernheimer described decadence as a"stimulant that bends thought out of shape, deforming
traditional conceptual molds." In this posthumously published work, Bernheimer succeeds in making a
critical concept out of this perennially fashionable, rarely understood term.

Decadent Subjectsis a coherent and moving picture of fin de siecle decadence. Mature, ironic, iconoclastic,
and thoughtful, this remarkable collection of essays shows the contradictions of the phenomenon, whichis
both a condition and a state of mind. In seeking to show why people have failed to give a satisfactory
account of the term decadence, Bernheimer argues that we often mistakenly take decadence to represent
something concrete, that we see as some sort of agent. His salutary response is to return to those authors and
artists whose work constitutes the topos of decadence, rereading key late nineteenth-century authors such as
Nietzsche, Zola, Hardy, Wilde, Moreau, and Freud to rediscover the very dynamics of the decadent. Through
careful analysis of the literature, art, and music of the fin de siécle including ariveting discussion of the
many faces of Salome, Bernheimer leaves us with a fascinating and multidimensional look at decadence, all
the more important as we emerge from our own fin de siécle.
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From reader reviews:
Kevin Gans:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the erawhich can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by studying books. It is agood choice in your case but the problems coming to aperson is
you don't know what kind you should start with. This Decadent Subjects: The Idea of Decadence in Art,
Literature, Philosophy, and Culture of the Fin de Si?clein Europe (Parallax: Re-visions of Culture and
Society) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want
and wishinthisera

Alberta Jones:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Decadent Subjects:
The Idea of Decadence in Art, Literature, Philosophy, and Culture of the Fin de Si?cle in Europe (Parallax:
Re-visions of Culture and Society) suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in thisera. The
book untitled Decadent Subjects. The Idea of Decadence in Art, Literature, Philosophy, and Culture of the
Fin de Si7cle in Europe (Parallax: Re-visions of Culture and Society)is a single of several books that
everyone read now. That book was inspired lots of peoplein the world. When you read this reserve you will
enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in the smple way, so
all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Linda Sandoval:

The book untitled Decadent Subjects: The Idea of Decadence in Art, Literature, Philosophy, and Culture of
the Fin de Si7cle in Europe (Parallax: Re-visions of Culture and Society) is the guide that recommended to
you you just read. Y ou can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an individual. The
language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did alot of
analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. Y ou also will get the e-book of Decadent Subjects: The Idea of Decadence in Art, Literature,
Philosophy, and Culture of the Fin de Si“clein Europe (Parallax: Re-visions of Culture and Society) from
the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Armida Shipman:

With this erawhich is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
have to do isjust spending your time not much but quite enough to get alook at some books. One of the
booksin the top listing in your reading list is definitely Decadent Subjects: The Idea of Decadencein Art,



Literature, Philosophy, and Culture of the Fin de Si?cle in Europe (Parallax: Re-visions of Culture and
Society). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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