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Edith Wharton's satiric anatomy of American society in the first decade of the twentieth century appeared in
1913; it both appalled and fascinated its first reviewers, and established her as a major novelist. The Saturday
Review wrote that she had 'assembled as many detestable people as it is possible to pack between the covers
of a six-hundred page novel', but concluded that the book was 'brilliantly written', and 'should be read as a
parable'.

It follows the career of Undine Spragg, recently arrived in New York from the midwest and determined to
conquer high society. Glamorous, selfish, mercenary and manipulative, her principal assets are her striking
beauty, her tenacity, and her father's money. With her sights set on an advantageous marriage, Undine
pursues her schemes in a world of shifting values, where triumph is swiftly followed by dissullusion.

Wharton was recreating an environment she knew intimately, and Undine's education for social success is
chronicled in meticulous detail. The novel superbly captures the world of post-Civil War America, as
ruthless in its social ambitions as in its business and politics.
ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the widest range of
literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship,
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by
leading authorities, helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much
more.
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From reader reviews:

Randy North:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Custom of the Country
(Oxford World's Classics) book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in
this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Micheal McDonough:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled The Custom of the Country (Oxford World's Classics) your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get just before. The The Custom of the Country (Oxford World's Classics)
giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful info for your
better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will likely be
pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?

David Barthel:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Custom of the Country (Oxford
World's Classics) publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism The Custom of the Country (Oxford
World's Classics) as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one publication
that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Donald Rivera:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and The Custom of the Country (Oxford
World's Classics) or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a
book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science



guide, any other book likes The Custom of the Country (Oxford World's Classics) to make your spare time
more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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