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The Campaign and Battle of Gettysburg have inspired scrutiny from virtually every angle. Standing out amid
the voluminous scholarship, this book is not merely one more narrative history of the events that transpired
before, during, and after those three momentous July days in southern Pennsylvania. Rather, it focuses on
and analyzes nineteen critical decisions by Union and Confederate commanders that determined the
particular ways in which those events unfolded.

Matt Spruill, a retired U.S. Army colonel who studied and taught at the U. S. Army War College in Carlisle,
Pennsylvania, contends that, among the many decisions made during any military campaign, a limited
number—strategic, operational, tactical, organizational—make the difference, with subsequent decisions and
circumstances proceeding from those defining moments. At Gettysburg, he contends, had any of the nineteen
decisions he identifies not been made and/or another decision made in its stead, all sorts of events from those
decision points on would have been different and the campaign and battle as we know it today would appear
differently. The battle might have lasted two days or four days instead of three. The orientation of opposing
forces might have been different. The battle could well have occurred away from Gettysburg rather than
around the town. Whether Lee would have emerged the victor and Meade the vanquished remains an open
question, but whatever the outcome, it was the particular decision-making delineated here that shaped the
campaign that went into the history books.

Along with his insightful analysis of the nineteen decisions, Spruill includes a valuable appendix that takes
the battlefield visitor to the actual locations where the decisions were made or executed. This guide features
excerpts from primary documents that further illuminate the ways in which the commanders saw situations
on the ground and made their decisions accordingly.
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From reader reviews:

Peggy Young:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Decisions at Gettysburg: The Nineteen Critical Decisions That Defined the
Campaign.

Amelia Page:

In other case, little persons like to read book Decisions at Gettysburg: The Nineteen Critical Decisions That
Defined the Campaign. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about
how is important some sort of book Decisions at Gettysburg: The Nineteen Critical Decisions That Defined
the Campaign. You can add information and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely
right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will
be known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to
open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to
the library. Let's learn.

Sandra Mendoza:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't desire do that.
You must know how great in addition to important the book Decisions at Gettysburg: The Nineteen Critical
Decisions That Defined the Campaign. All type of book could you see on many options. You can look for
the internet options or other social media.

Karen Lambert:

The event that you get from Decisions at Gettysburg: The Nineteen Critical Decisions That Defined the
Campaign is a more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get serious
about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Decisions at Gettysburg: The
Nineteen Critical Decisions That Defined the Campaign giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer
conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the
author of this reserve is well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That
makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you
for having this particular Decisions at Gettysburg: The Nineteen Critical Decisions That Defined the



Campaign instantly.
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