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China was the most advanced country in the world when Huizong ascended the throne in 1100 CE.
Artistically gifted, he guided the Song Dynasty toward cultural greatness but is known to posterity as a
political failure who lost the throne to Jurchen invaders and died their prisoner. In this comprehensive
biography, Patricia Ebrey corrects the prevailing view of Huizong as decadent and negligent, recasting him
as a ruler ambitious in pursuing glory for his flourishing realm.

After a rocky start trying to overcome political animosities at court, Huizong turned his attention to the good
he could do. He greatly expanded the court's charitable ventures, founding schools, hospitals, orphanages,
and paupers' cemeteries. Surrounding himself with poets, painters, and musicians, he built palaces, temples,
and gardens of unsurpassed splendor. Often overlooked, however, is the importance of Daoism in Huizong's
life. He treated spiritual masters with great deference, wrote scriptural commentaries, and urged his subjects
to adopt his beliefs and practices. This devotion to the Daoist vision of sacred kingship eventually alienated
the Confucian mainstream and compromised Huizong's ability to govern. Ebrey's lively biography adds new
dimensions of understanding to a passionate, paradoxical ruler who, many centuries later, inspires both
admiration and disapproval.
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From reader reviews:

Herman Lewis:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this specific aren't like that. This Emperor Huizong book is readable by means of you who hate
those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
connected with Emperor Huizong content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different as it. So , do you continue to
thinking Emperor Huizong is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Anthony Youngblood:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind
of guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Emperor
Huizong is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Patricia Diaz:

The book untitled Emperor Huizong contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains her idea
with easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can
easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of
literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so
you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.

Charlsie Sprouse:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Emperor Huizong was vibrant and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book Emperor Huizong has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to
choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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