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In 1910, at the age of fifty-one, Alexander Ziskind Gurwitz made the bold decision to emigrate with his wife
and four children from southeastern Ukraine in Tsarist Russia to begin a new life in Texas. In 1935, in his
seventies, Gurwitz composed a retrospective autobiography, Memories of Two Generations, that recounts his
personal story both of the rich history of the lost Jewish world of Eastern Europe and of the rambunctious
development of frontier Jewish communities in the United States.

 

In both Europe and America, Gurwitz inhabited an almost exclusively Jewish world. As a boy, he studied in
traditional yeshivas and earned a living as a Hebrew language teacher and kosher butcher. Widely travelled,
Gurwitz recalls with wit and insight daily life in European shtetls, providing perceptive and informative
comments about Jewish religion, history, politics, and social customs. Among the book’s most notable
features is his first-hand, insider’s account of the yearly Jewish holiday cycle as it was observed in the
nineteenth century, described as he experienced it as a child.

 

Gurwitz’s account of his arrival in Texas forms a cornerstone record of the Galveston Immigration
Movement; this memoir represents the only complete narrative of that migration from an immigrant’s point
of view. Gurwitz’s descriptions about the development of a thriving Orthodox community in San Antonio
provide an important and unique primary source about a facet of American Jewish life that is not widely
known.

 

Gurwitz wrote his memoir in his preferred Yiddish, and this translation into English by Rabbi Amram Prero
captures the lyrical style of the original. Scholar and author Bryan Edward Stone’s special introduction and
illuminating footnotes round out a superb edition that offers much to experts and general readers alike.
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From reader reviews:

Austin Lawrence:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Memories of Two Generations: A
Yiddish Life in Russia and Texas (Jews and Judaism: History and Culture) will make you to end up being
smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think in which
open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

Gerald Rountree:

This Memories of Two Generations: A Yiddish Life in Russia and Texas (Jews and Judaism: History and
Culture) are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this
Memories of Two Generations: A Yiddish Life in Russia and Texas (Jews and Judaism: History and Culture)
can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading
through food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This
book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this Memories of Two Generations: A Yiddish Life in Russia and Texas (Jews and
Judaism: History and Culture) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary,
giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Coleen Isabel:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Memories of Two Generations: A
Yiddish Life in Russia and Texas (Jews and Judaism: History and Culture), you could enjoy both. It is very
good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Georgia Yorke:

You can get this Memories of Two Generations: A Yiddish Life in Russia and Texas (Jews and Judaism:
History and Culture) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve
trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through
written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you
just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal
ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your



knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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