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It was on the frontier, where “civilized” men and women confronted the “wilderness,” that Europeans first
became Americans—or so authorities from Frederick Jackson Turner to Theodore Roosevelt claimed. But as
the frontier disappeared, Americans believed they needed a new mechanism for fixing their collective
identity; and they found it, historian Molly K. Varley suggests, in tales of white Americans held captive by
Indians.

For Americans in the Progressive Era (1890–1916) these stories of Indian captivity seemed to prove that the
violence of national expansion had been justified, that citizens’ individual suffering had been heroic, and that
settlers’ contact with Indians and wilderness still characterized the nation’s “soul.” Furthermore, in the act of
memorializing white Indian captives—through statues, parks, and reissued narratives—small towns found a
way of inscribing themselves into the national story.

By drawing out the connections between actual captivity, captivity narratives, and the memorializing of
white captives, Varley shows how Indian captivity became a means for Progressive Era Americans to look
forward by looking back. Local boosters and cultural commentators used Indian captivity to define
“Americanism” and to renew those frontier qualities deemed vital to the survival of the nation in the post-
frontier world, such as individualism, bravery, ingenuity, enthusiasm, “manliness,” and patriotism. In
Varley’s analysis of the Progressive Era mentality, contact between white captives and Indians represented a
stage in the evolution of a new American people and affirmed the contemporary notion of America as a
melting pot.

Revealing how the recitation and interpretation of these captivity narratives changed over time—with
shifting emphasis on brutality, gender, and ethnographic and historical accuracy—Americans Recaptured
shows that tales of Indian captivity were no more fixed than American identity, but were consistently used to
give that identity its own useful, ever-evolving shape.
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From reader reviews:

Tamera Duckett:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that
question mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that Americans
Recaptured: Progressive Era Memory of Frontier Captivity to read.

Lorraine Edler:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while
is reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this Americans Recaptured: Progressive Era
Memory of Frontier Captivity book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Heather Robertson:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Americans Recaptured:
Progressive Era Memory of Frontier Captivity that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied
simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to
know world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for
all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick Americans Recaptured: Progressive Era
Memory of Frontier Captivity become your own personal starter.

Annmarie Windham:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it.
It is identified as of book Americans Recaptured: Progressive Era Memory of Frontier Captivity. You can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and
make you happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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