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In this book Michael McKenna advances a new theory of moral responsibility, one that builds upon the work
of P. F. Strawson. As McKenna demonstrates, moral responsibility can be explained on analogy with a
conversation. The relation between a morally responsible agent and those who hold her morally responsible
is similar to the relation between a speaker and her audience. A responsible agent's actions are bearers of
meaning--agent meaning--just as a speaker's utterances are bearers of speaker meaning. Agent meaning is a
function of the moral quality of the will with which the agent acts. Those who hold an agent morally
responsible for what she does do so by responding to her as if in a conversation. By responding with certain
morally reactive attitudes, such as resentment or indignation, they thereby communicate their regard for the
meaning taken to be revealed in that agent's actions. It is then open for the agent held responsible to respond
to those holding her responsible by offering an apology, a justification, an excuse, or some other response,
thereby extending the evolving conversational exchange.

The conversational theory of moral responsibility that McKenna develops here accepts two features of
Strawson's theory: that moral responsibility is essentially interpersonal--so that being responsible must be
understood by reference to the nature of holding responsible--and that the moral emotions are central to
holding responsible. While upholding these two aspects of Strawson's theory, McKenna's theory rejects a
further Strawsonian thesis, which is that holding morally responsible is more fundamental or basic than
being morally responsible. On the conversational theory, the conditions for holding responsible are
dependent on the nature of the agent who is responsible. So holding responsible cannot be more basic than
being responsible. Nevertheless, the nature of the agent who is morally responsible is to be understood in
terms of sensitivity to those who would make moral demands of her, thereby holding her responsible. Being
responsible is therefore also dependent on holding responsible. Thus, neither being nor holding morally
responsible is more basic than the other. They are mutually dependent.
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From reader reviews:

William Threatt:

The book Conversation and Responsibility can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book Conversation and Responsibility? Some of you
have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you
may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Conversation and Responsibility has simple
shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by
start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Karen Wells:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Conversation and Responsibility publication
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone
who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still question Conversation and Responsibility as good book but not
only by the cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by
its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Joseph Barnett:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Conversation and
Responsibility is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did
not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Doug Campbell:

This Conversation and Responsibility is new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or
perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Conversation and Responsibility can be the
light food to suit your needs because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of
anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book type.
People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.
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