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John Buridan (ca. 1300-1362) has worked out perhaps the most comprehensive account of nominalism in the
history of Western thought, the philosophical doctrine according to which the only universals in reality are
names: the common terms of our language and the common concepts of our minds. But these items are
universal only in their signification; they are singular entities like any other in reality. This book examines
what is most intriguing to contemporary readers in Buridans medieval philosophical system: his nominalist
account of the relationship between language, thought and reality. The main focus of the discussion is
Buridans deployment of the Ockhamist conception of a mental language for mapping the complex structures
of written and spoken human languages onto a parsimoniously construed reality. Concerning these linguistic
structures, this book carefully analyzes Buridans conception of the radical conventionality of written and
spoken languages, in contrast to the natural semantic features of concepts. The discussion pays special
attention to Buridans token-based semantics of terms and propositions, his conception of existential import,
ontological commitment, truth, and logical validity. Finally, the book presents a detailed discussion of how
these logical devices allow Buridan to maintain his nominalist position without giving up Aristotelian
essentialism or yielding to skepticism, and pays special attention to contemporary concerns with these issues.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Edmonds:

The book John Buridan (Great Medieval Thinkers) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time.
You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting
tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book John
Buridan (Great Medieval Thinkers) to get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own
capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open
and read a guide John Buridan (Great Medieval Thinkers). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Joyce Morgan:

Here thing why that John Buridan (Great Medieval Thinkers) are different and dependable to be yours. First
of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as
delightful as food or not. John Buridan (Great Medieval Thinkers) giving you information deeper and
different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with John Buridan
(Great Medieval Thinkers). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes about
the thing this happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can bring
everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of John Buridan (Great Medieval Thinkers) in e-
book can be your substitute.

Bill Boyd:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This John Buridan (Great Medieval Thinkers) book is readable by you who hate
those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without
leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of John Buridan (Great
Medieval Thinkers) content conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the content material but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking
John Buridan (Great Medieval Thinkers) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Kenneth Rogers:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting John Buridan (Great
Medieval Thinkers) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how
they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start examining
as your good habit, it is possible to pick John Buridan (Great Medieval Thinkers) become your current



starter.
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