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A beautiful, heartrending literary memoir about the tragic death of the author's beloved older sister
and a tribute to their bond.

When Sheila Kohler was thirty-seven, she received the heart-stopping news that her sister Maxine, only two
years older, was killed when her husband drove them off a deserted road in Johannesburg.  Stunned by the
news, she immediately flew back to the country where she was born, determined to find answers and forced
to reckon with his history of violence and the lingering effects of their most unusual childhood—one marked
by death and the misguided love of their mother.

In her signature spare and incisive prose, Sheila Kohler recounts the lives she and her sister led. Flashing
back to their storybook childhood at the family estate, Crossways, Kohler tells of the death of her father
when she and Maxine were girls, which led to the family abandoning their house and the girls being raised
by their mother, at turns distant and suffocating.  We follow them to the cloistered Anglican boarding school
where they first learn of separation and later their studies in Rome and Paris where they plan grand lives for
themselves—lives that are interrupted when both marry young and discover they have made poor choices.
 Kohler  evokes the bond between sisters and shows how that bond changes but never breaks, even after
death.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Duda:

This Once We Were Sisters: A Memoir are usually reliable for you who want to be described as a successful
person, why. The reason why of this Once We Were Sisters: A Memoir can be on the list of great books you
must have is usually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed a person with information
that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Once We
Were Sisters: A Memoir giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of
critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Catherine Scott:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled Once
We Were Sisters: A Memoir your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect
that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book
then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The
Once We Were Sisters: A Memoir giving you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts
but also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the
relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it,
like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Noah Gardner:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Once We Were
Sisters: A Memoir that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then
how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you could pick Once We Were Sisters: A Memoir become your own personal
starter.

Dawn Bliss:

The book untitled Once We Were Sisters: A Memoir contain a lot of information on the item. The writer
explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do
not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous author. The author will take
you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read on your smart
phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase
the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go through.
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